
 

Just outside the Rector’s door, and so not strictly speaking visible from his window, is a new portrait 

of  Cardinal Nichols, bringing to  24 the series  of  portraits that give its name  to  the Cardinals’ 

corridor.  It  was  produced  by 

Gilberto Peruta, an artist based in 

Bergamo.  He had met Cardinal 

Nichols over lunch in the College 

last May and he asked for a single 

photograph from which to 

work.  The  result is a fine portrait 

that  was  solemnly unveiled  in  

October   2015,   during    a    

Reception  attended  by  the   

participants  in  the Synod on 

Marriage  and Family Life.  History 

in the making! 

 

Beginning the academic year with 

a Synod on such an important 

matter certainly concentrated the 

mind.  We were honoured to have 

Cardinal Nichols and Bishop Doyle 

staying with us throughout the 

Synod, setting off each day to 

take part in the debates  with 

bishops and cardinals from all 

over the world.  It gave us a small 

taste of what it must have been 

like 50 years earlier when all the 

bishops of England and Wales 

were based at the College, setting off from the College each day to participate in the sessions of the 

Second Vatican Council. 

Spring 2016 



The  new  arrangement  of  the refectory, 

reported in the last issue, has become an 

established feature of College life.  The round 

tables have set a new tone and the character 

of  mealtimes is noticeably different.  It is 
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I wrote in the last issue about our 10 new men 

who  joined  us  at  the start of the current 

academic year.  They settled very quickly and 

have made their mark on the community.  We 

were treated to a display of their musical and 

Thespian talent during the new men’s evening 

early in November, the time when traditionally 

they move from being “new men” to being the 

“first year”.  Shortly afterwards we benefited 

further  from  their varied talent when our 

football team won back the Ragheed Ganni 

cup in a friendly inter-seminary tournament 

held at the Irish College.  Fr Ragheed Ganni 

was an Iraqi student at the Irish College some 

15 years ago.  He was martyred only a few 

years after his ordination, when he bravely 

insisted on remaining with his people rather 

than seeking  safety  elsewhere.  The Irish 

College rightly honours him in many ways, of 

which this football tournament is one. 

always  interesting  to  observe  the reaction of 

visitors when they see it for the first time.  On the 

occasion of the annual Jubilarians’ evening, when 

we welcome priests ordained 40, 50 or 60 years 

from all over England  and  Wales,  the guests 

included  the  Rector’s  own Rector, Mgr Jack 

Kennedy, celebrating  his   diamond  jubilee and 

understandably, I was anxious to see how he 

would react.  I need not have worried.  Not often 

known to keep his impressions to himself, he 

loudly declared the new arrangement 

“lovely”.  Thank you, Father Rector! 



For Martyrs’ Day this year, our principal celebrant was the Maltese Cardinal, Prosper Grech.  Despite 

our best efforts to provide him with transport, the Cardinal insisted on driving himself from his home at 

the Augustinianum (near St Peter’s) to the College.  What made this so remarkable was not just that 

he’s a prince of the Church - many of them drive after all - but that he was just a few weeks short of 

his 90th birthday!  He presided and preached beautifully at our celebration and few would have been 

able  to guess  either  his  age  or  his nationality:  he seems so quintessentially English!  We were 

delighted on this occasion to be joined by Jim and Susan Holroyd, who were visiting Rome, and it 

gave me an opportunity to say publicly how much we appreciate the support that we receive from the 

Friends of the Venerabile. 
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At  the end of  term, just  before  the Christmas break, Bishop Richard Moth came from Arundel to 

admit seven students to  candidacy  for  Holy Orders.  They were Andrew Bowden (Westminster), 

Tristan Cranfield (Arundel & Brighton), Gary Dench (Brentwood), Richard Marsden (Middlesbrough), 

Antonio Pineda (Westminster), Michael Rakowski (Northampton) and Ben Woodley (Westminster). It 

was  good  to  be  joined  by  members of their families and by a good number of their Vocations 

Directors, as these seven men took this significant step. 

An unusual celebration took place early in the New 

Year.  The Old Pretender, James Francis Edward 

Stuart, who claimed the title King James III, died in 

exile in Rome in January 1766.  He was given a 

state funeral in St Peter’s, in which the students of 

the English and Scots Colleges took a prominent 

part.  

With the Queen’s permission,  her    Ambassador 

to the Holy See, Mr Nigel Baker, laid a wreath at 

the tomb in a simple ceremony that took place 

before invited guests in the Crypt of St Peter’s on 

Friday  8 January  2016,  marking the  250th  

anniversary  of  the  funeral.   Back  on  the via 

di Monserrato, a special display recalls the event. 



 Mgr. Philip Whitmore              Rector 
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 As part of the three-year project to overhaul the College Archives, some smart new display 

cabinets have  been obtained  for  the  Cardinals’ Corridor, ideal for offering residents and 

visitors a flavour of the treasures that  lie  concealed in our Archives.  Professor Maurice 

Whitehead’s work on the Archives has been attracting some notable interest, which we hope 

will help us to establish a foundation to secure their future after the current project comes to 

an end in 2018.  In February 2016 we were visited by our distinguished alumnus, Sir Anthony 

Kenny, who did a great  deal  for  the  Archives  himself as a student back in 1954.  His 

handwritten catalogue of the 19th-century papers of Mgr George Talbot has come into its 

own.  It was a joy to see his evident delight in rediscovering his painstaking work of 60 years 

ago. 

 

Early in the new year we had the opportunity to celebrate the feast of the dedication of our 

beautiful church.  We keep this feast on 18 January.  In actual fact, the church was dedicated 

on Martyrs’ Day 1981, the fourth centenary of St Ralph Sherwin’s martyrdom.  Understandably, 

though, it was felt that the dedication itself would be better celebrated on a separate occasion, 

as Martyrs’ Day has a different focus altogether.  The date chosen was the anniversary of the 

first  ceremony  to  take  place  in  the  current  church,  which  was  the  ordination of Henry 

O’Callaghan as Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle on 18 January 1888.  In recent years this 

date has fallen during a weekend when many students have been away, but this year we were 

able to keep it as a community celebration - and a very joyful one it was too. 
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To be elected to a posi on of responsibility by one’s peers is always an honour and the recent 
elec ons of Peter Stoddart of the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle and myself of the Diocese 
of Salford to Deputy Senior Student and Senior Student respec vely are no excep on.  
 
It  is good to be able to write these few words to you by way of introduc on. The elec on of 
Peter and I  represents  a  con nua on  of  the  growing influence of University of Sheffield 
graduates over the Venerabile English College: we are both graduates, as was my honourable 
predecessor Tom Cunnah.  With recent alumni Fr. Tony McGrath and Fr. Joe McLoughlin also 
graduates along with members of the current student body, as well as the influx of two Hallam 
students and a staff member, one wonders if before too long it will be standard parlance to 
greet one another with the gree ng “duck” and dine on “pea wet” for a treat. Peter and I, in 
whatever leadership we can provide, will endeavour to avoid such a scenario. 
 
Truth be told, and it must be, there was over a decade between our me in Sheffield - Peter 
gradua ng with a degree in History in 2009 and me in Law some me before that. Peter spent 
some me as an intern in Parliament before entering the seminary and his interest in history 
and poli cs has con nued. He also boasts an encyclopaedic knowledge of trivia which is put to 
great use during our annual villeggiatura’s quiz night.  
 
I have had a longer road to the seminary  which,  a er  university,  included  qualifying  as a 
chartered accountant and pursuing a career in that field. My work took me eventually to live in 
New York where I discerned and began seminary. Now we are at the same university again: the 
Pon fical Gregorian University where Peter is studying for a license in Dogma  while  I study  
Biblical Theology. 
 
We are both very strongly aware of the great privilege it is to be able to study and train for the 
priesthood here in Rome. We are also very grateful for the help the Friends provide - it certainly 
makes our lives here much more comfortable. Please  con nue  to  keep  us  in prayer as we 
con nue through this academic year, a year which, God willing, will see Peter and I, along with 
our two classmates, ordained to the Diaconate and five of our brothers to the Priesthood.  
 
Thank you for all that you do for us. 
 
In Christ 
Mark 

Introducing 

Mark Paver  -  Senior Student 

and 

Peter Stoddart—Deputy Senior Student 



6 

Villa Palazzola is pleased to announce two new single en suite rooms and one twin en suite room, on 

the old wing. Work began at the end of January and was finally completed a few days before Easter. 

These additions will certainly assist us with the high influx of guests requesting en suite rooms. 

 

We recently had a quinquennial (5-year) report produced for us which raised an urgent need to extract 

the vegetation from the rock face  in  the garden  and  the  passageway  leading from garden to 

courtyard. Work is underway and almost half way completed. We also had the façade skimmed and 

painted in the garden and new roof tiles and guttering installed, so the result is pretty smart, and now 

prevents the unsightly water marks on the wall. 

 

We once again hosted the Swiss Guards groups in February, and had French, Italian and German 

speaking guards, who were, as one would imagine, perfectly behaved and always punctual! They were 

here for 10 days. 

 

During 2016 we  have numerous groups  who are  travelling to  Rome for The Holy Year and taking 

advantage of group prices, some of the participants have never ventured out of UK before so all in all 

it will a be a historical visit for many. 

 

One day after it was announced  that Mother Teresa  will be made  a saint on 4th September, we were 

inundated with requests for rooms! The period we had envisaged to be very “barren” is now looking 

extremely healthy! 

 

We have just issued our new promotions for the rest of the year, so please check out our website for 

these details  
Joyce Hunter       Director, Villa Palazzola 
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Have you ever wondered…? 
Every day people use picturesque phrases without always realising their origins. Have  you  ever  
wondered where some of the sayings come from?  Below you will find some everyday sayings  
which are actually quotations from the Bible.    
  
An eye for an eye….  Punishment equal to the crime, retaliation in kind, or simply getting 
even.  The justification for this form of retribution comes from (Exodus 21:23-24). Jesus also 
referred   to  these   words  in  (Matthew 5:38-39) thus  creating  another  commonly  used 
expression “To turn the other cheek.” 
Pride goes before a fall… An ancient warning for the arrogant to avoid conceit; and not be 
too proud or big-headed because events may conspire to bring them down.  The phrase 
comes from (Proverbs 16:18). 
To cast pearls before swine…. To offer something precious or of quality to someone who is 
perceived to be too ignorant or uncultured to understand or appreciate it. The phrase itself 
comes from (Matthew 7:6) 
To separate the sheep from the goats….  To  divide  the  worthy  from the unworthy, the 
favoured from the disfavoured, the good from the bad.  The phrase comes from (Matthew 
25:32) where sheep represent the flock of Christ, while goats symbolise, lust, cunning and 
destructiveness, and, often, the devil. 
To cast the first stone…  To be the first to criticise, to find fault, to start a quarrel, or to cast 
aspersions on someone’s character.  This phrase comes from (John 8:7), spoken by Jesus to 
the Scribes and Pharisees  who  brought  before  him  a  woman caught in adultery and 
maintained that according to the Law of Moses, she should be stoned to death. 
 

 Louise Sage 

Chairman’s Report 

I was delighted  to start  the  Liturgical Year  by having the  opportunity  to  travel back  up  to the Clifton 

Diocese and join the congregation as the Roman Association (SW group) celebrated Martyrs Day Mass at 

St. Mary’s Bath. Sadly, the Church was unusable (due to a fire) and so Mass was celebrated in the adjacent 

Parish Room. 

 

This celebration caused me to once again consider “area groups” especially as I have received a request 

from members in the Buckfast area for an occasional get together. If any one else would like to take the 

lead in other areas please contact me. 

 

In mid January I visited the College for the Annual meeting with the Rector and had the chance to experience 

the “round table” approach in the refectory and I must agree that it encourages communication during the 

meals. I was able to discuss the problem of recruitment with the new members of staff and as a result I will 

be writing to all students to discuss the subject of declining membership. As usual I would appeal to all 

members to try and recruit one new member in order that the Friends may continue to support the students 

as we have over the last three decades. 

 Mike Lang 

Visit to Gloucestershire – 4th to 6th May 
 

We will visit Prinknash Abbey, Gloucester Cathedral, Gloucester Docks  

and take a boat trip on the River Severn. 
 

If you are interested in joining the group please contact Louise Bradley 

Tel: 01242 674311                                        Email  delphiniumlouise@hotmail.com 



 

TOWARDS ADVENT 2016 
Annual Festival of Catholic Culture 

 
Saturday 26th November 

Westminster Cathedral Hall 
10.00 am – 4.00 pm 

Details of Opening Ceremony,  
talks and workshops to follow  

 
Displays by Catholic groups, organisations 

and charities 
Refreshments available all day 

Play corner for children 
Books, DVDs, CDs and cards on sale 

 
ENTRY FREE 

 
As in the previous five years  

Friends of the Venerabile will again be taking 
a stand at this Festival 

 
If you are in the area on that day, do please 

call in and meet us 
We would be delighted to see you 

Compiled by Mike Lang.   Many thanks to all who have contributed text and photographs. 
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Mr. W Gallagher (London) 

Mr B Grundy (London) 

We welcome the following new members (since Nov 2015) 

Mrs. G Brown (London) 

Mr. P Waters (Coventry) 

AGM 2016 
The Annual General Meeting will be held at 

St. Wilfrid’s, Preston, Lancashire on  

Saturday, September 10th.  

Ordinations to the Priesthood 
 
We have received notification that the  
following students  from  the  VEC  
will  be  Ordained as  follows: 
 

Sat 16th July  2016    
Rev. Philip Andrews 
Rev. David Howell  
St. George’s Cathedral, Southwark. 
 

Sat 16th July  2016 
Rev. Michael Deas  
Rev. Richard Howard 
St. John’s Cathedral,  Salford 
 

Sat. 23rd July 2016 
Rev. Guido Amari 
Holy Redeemer, Chelsea. 
 

3rd September 2016. 
Rev. Tom Cunnah 
St. Joseph’s, Sale 

Annual Meeting / AGM 2017 at Palazzola 
 
In the last issue of the Friends' Newsletter we asked for feedback about the possibility of 
holding our 2017 AGM at Palazzola, as part of a longer trip.  
 
The response has been encouraging so far with 20-odd positive replies, and we are now 
looking at dates.  The  Villa  has  rooms  available  from 1St - 8th October, and we have 
therefore made a provisional booking – which is  being  held  for us until 12th May only. 
Some very  interesting  suggestions are being put forward for places to visit and a plan is 
beginning to emerge for a really interesting stay at the Villa.  
 
However we will need to  fill all  the  places  and would urge those of you who might be 
interested to get in touch, please. A minimum of 10 more people is needed, but more could 
be accommodated!      
 
If you are interested please contact Jim Holroyd       (jhglenewes@aol.com or 01274 568500 


