
 

Spring 2020 

Just  a  week  before  the  canonisation of St John Henry Newman last October, history was made 
when another Englishman joined the College of Cardinals:  Archbishop Michael Fitzgerald.  For 
the  first  time since the death of St John Henry Newman in 1890, there were now two English 
Cardinals living in our homeland. 
 
Who is the new Cardinal?  Many  of  you  may  not  know  him, as he has spent most of his life 
outside England.  Born in Walsall, he joined the White Fathers at an early age and studied abroad. 
As a Missionary of Africa (the White Fathers’ official name), he has worked in both Uganda and 
Sudan, but for many years he served in Rome, first as a  lecturer  at  the  Pontifical  Institute for 
Arabic and Islamic Studies, and then as an official, later President, of the Pontifical Council for 
Interreligious  Dialogue.  When  he was approaching 70, he began a new career in diplomacy, 
serving as  Nuncio  to  Egypt and Apostolic Delegate to the Arab League.  When finally able to 
retire at age 75, he spent some years in Jerusalem, and only recently returned to England, where he 
lives and assists at the White Fathers’ parish in Liverpool.      
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We  were  honoured  to  be able to join him on 1 February 2020 when he took possession of his 
titular church, Santa Maria in Campitelli, a local church which already has historic links with our 
College (cf. Tales from the Archives, www.vecarchives.org).  Then, on Monday 3 February, his 
59th anniversary of priestly  ordination, he joined us for Mass and supper in College.  We hope 
before long to be able to add his portrait to the distinguished series in our Cardinals’ Corridor. 
 
Shortly before Christmas we 
said goodbye to a long-
standing friend - Sister Mary 
Joseph McManamon, whom 
many of the Friends will 
know.  For almost twenty 
years  she was the College 
Librarian, and for much of 
that  time  she  was also 
guestmistress.  
The  Benedictine tradition, in 
which  she  was  formed,   
prepared her well to take 
good care of books and 
guests.  We had a farewell 
lunch for her in College on 
Sunday 15 December, and then in January she returned to her native Massachusetts.  I’m sure you 
all join us in wishing her a blessed and happy retirement. 
 
Those memories of normal College life seem an age away - when the corona virus was an item of 
news in China, but virtually unknown elsewhere. Disaster struck early in Lent.  On 4 March, the 
Italian Government announced the closure of schools and universities for at least 10 days.  This 
was followed on 9 March by a national lockdown, extending the lockdown that had been in place 
in the north for a few days already.  As the number of infections and deaths continued to rise, these 
restrictive measures were further extended.   
 
By the evening of 10 March all our students had been evacuated.  Even a week earlier, this would 
have seemed extreme - but events moved astonishingly fast and it became clear that this was the 
only  way  to  ensure  their  safety and to avoid leaving them trapped in Italy.  Just three staff 
members remained in College:  Fr James McAuley, the Vice-Rector and myself. 



 

 Mgr. Philip Whitmore              Rector 
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Pilgrimage Fund 
 

 Members wishing to contribute to this Fund should send their donations to the Chairman,  
   Secretary or Treasurer and mark them clearly “For Pilgrimage Fund”. 

 
 If you would like to make a Standing Order, please ask for a special Standing Order Form. 

mikelang537@btinternet.com 

The  Universities  had  to adapt to a system of distance teaching - using Zoom and Skype and 
similar platforms, or else  recording  lectures  and  sending  out reading lists and assignments via 
e-mail.  We  ourselves had to adapt to a system of distance  formation.  Spiritual  direction and 
human  formation  take  place  via  electronic platforms, as do language classes.  Each of our 
seminarians receives a daily telephone call from his formation tutor and I send a daily message to 
the whole community.  Pastoral classes have also continued.  Since Easter we have returned to 
the pattern of our weekly conferences for the whole community, followed by an opportunity for 
the students to divide into their House Groups, to discuss questions arising from the conference.  
It’s amazing how much can be done using electronic means of communication.   Our students are 
kept busy! 
 
Those  who  are  living  in a presbytery are fortunate to be able to attend Mass and receive the 
sacraments - an opportunity that most of the laity have to live without.  The regular rhythms of 
community life and worship we all miss though, and we eagerly await the moment when we are 
able to reassemble.  Initially we had hoped this might be possible after Easter.  At the time of 
writing, we are still hoping to be able to reconvene for the villeggiatura. 
 
It is likely that summer ordinations will have to be postponed - or if they take place at the time 
planned, they may have to be semi-private, as large gatherings are unlikely to be permitted for the 
foreseeable future. 
 
Amidst all this, our hearts  go out to those who are suffering from this terrible illness, to their 
families and loved ones, and  to  all  who  care  for  them.  We  pray  too  for those who suffer 
economic hardship in consequence of the lockdowns.  As many would say, our world has been 
brought to its knees.  At such a time, priests are needed more than ever.   Thanks to all the 
Friends  for  your  prayers  and your support, which are particularly appreciated in this time of 
crisis.  Our students are responding magnificently to the challenges of these days.  We know how 
much their priestly ministry will be needed in the years to come, as we pick up the pieces left by 
this tragedy.  Please continue to pray for them and for us, as we do for you. 
 

             St Peter’s Square from Space—2019                              St Peter’s Square from Space—2020 

Ed. Note     I saw these pictures on the internet and have included them for your interest. 
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Senior Student — Andrew Coy       
 

My name is Andrew, and I’m a fifth-year seminarian for 
the Diocese of Northampton. Born and bred a Catholic, 
I had vocational thoughts on my mind from a young 
age. After three very happy  years  studying history at 
Durham  University,  I  applied  for  the priesthood. It 
was something of a surprise when the bishop asked me 
to  go  to  Rome,  but with  ten  days’  notice  between  
being accepted and starting seminary, I didn’t really 
have much time to dwell on it! I love Italy (and - despite 
itself  - Rome)  and,  with  an  Italian  mother,  it  has 
always had a special place in my heart. When I can, I 
escape to Trento, in the far north, where  much  of  my  
family  still   live.   Otherwise,  when  in  Rome,  I  have  
many  opportunities  to  do  what  I  love: visit churches,  
go  running,  drink  wine, play  the organ, and spend 
time socialising with the truly  fine  individuals  who  
make  up  this community.  
 

In my five years at the VEC, all the Senior Students 
(with the debatable exception of Marco, Birmingham) 

have hailed from the northern dioceses, and so it is a pleasure to fly the flag for the sunny south. 
Within  two  weeks  of  my  election  as  Senior  Student,   the   English  College  closed and its 
students were scattered throughout the world - some of us in the UK, others in Australia, and no 
small percentage in the Scandinavian countries. So far, then, I haven’t succeeded very well in 
‘keeping the community together’.  But allow me to take this opportunity to thank you all on behalf 
of the whole community for your prayers and support - we are all very grateful indeed. God bless.  
 

Deputy Senior Student – Anthony Fyk 
 
 

My  name  is  Anthony  Fyk.  Currently,  I am in my 
pre-diaconate year of formation for the Diocese of 
Portsmouth.  After  having  studied  philosophy and 
theology  at  the Angelicum University and doing a 
pastoral placement at the Cathedral in Portsmouth, I am 
now  undertaking  further  studies  for  a  Licence in 
Liturgical Theology at Santa Croce University. It is a 
humbling privilege to be able to study at the English 
College in Rome and to be at the heart of Catholicism 
and close to the Holy Father. Originally from Canada, I 
have made my home in the English Church, and look 
forward to serving the needs of the People of God in 
England. 
 
 
Thank you for your continuous support of the students 
of the Venerable English College. Please keep us in 
your prayers as we continue to discern God’s will and 
prepare for the Sacred Priesthood. Be assured of our 
prayers and gratitude. 
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Chairman’s Report       
As  I  sit  down  to  write  this  unusual  report, I look back over the last five months with a sense of 
disbelief at the happenings both personal and national which have had such an effect on both the world 
and upon myself.   
 
As I prepared to travel up to the  city  of  Bath  in order to join with the South Western group of the 
Roman Association in celebrating the College Martyrs' Feast Day I suddenly felt a pain across the back 
of my left hand. Teresa, looking after me as usual, called the Ambulance and 30 minutes later I was in 
the hospital, on the table, having a STENT fitted. I  had  suffered  a  heart  attack and luckily it had 
happened in S. Devon within reach of the very modern facilities in Torbay hospital. Four days later I 
was out of hospital and feeling fit and well. I missed the Martyrs' Day celebrations, but I would like to 
thank the Roman Association for the prayers and Masses which were offered for my recovery. 
 
As I recovered, we began to hear rumours of a pandemic building in China and subsequently early in 
the New Year its breakout in Northern Italy - well, now we all know the effects of coronavirus. 
 
Italy was the first country in Europe to suffer;  the Universities closed and then the College had to 
close and send all the Seminarians back to their home Dioceses, leaving just three members of staff to 
look after the college premises. Through the wonders of modern technology;  the seminarians are to 
continue their training using distance-learning techniques. 
 
Palazzola is also closed. and the FOV visit to Rome has been postponed until 2021. 
 
The Self-Isolation situation is causing many people to visit the Friends website. but sadly this is mainly 
in order to leave  SPAM.   I have regular contact form reports on my email from  people  wishing  to: 
a)  add facts to the website,  b)  increase the vision of our website,  c)  improve the website. Today’s 
addition, however, seemed to be aimed directly at me. 
 
My Doctor has stated that I am in the “coronavirus at risk group” and that I have to stay at home and 
therefore I am not exercising very much. The converse of exercise is “gaining weight” (especially 
when one's wife is a brilliant cook) and so I was much hurt to receive today’s addition, which simply  
states “DIY – how I lost 37lbs in 40 days”.  
 
On the positive side, the closure of Churches to the public means that there are a large number of 
“streamed” Masses and so in recent weeks I have had the opportunity to travel to Mass in a variety of 
locations – from Buckfast to Salisbury to Brighton, to Haverfordwest (Wales), to Dublin (Ireland), to 
Toronto (Canada), and  to Washington DC, Oakland, Los Angeles & Dallas (USA) - and I must not 
forget Rome, where at 06.00 (UK time) one  can  join  the  Holy  Father  for  his daily Mass  from  
Casa Santa Marta or view a recording of the Mass at any time during the day.  However, to me the very 
interesting fact is that large numbers of people are tuning into these broadcasts. It is claimed that 
140,000 people tuned into the Good Friday service from Buckfast whilst over 6000 people tuned into 
the Easter Mass from Leeds Cathedral. If this is indeed true, then it is yet another instance of the way 
in which God brings good out of every potential evil for those who are faithful to Him. 
 
It is difficult at this time to see how good can be brought out of a pandemic - AND YET….. ..look how 
the  people  who  were at each other's throats over Brexit are running errands for each other , giving 
donations to make up charities' loss of income, sponsoring extraordinary fund-raising efforts by old 
and young, celebrating together the devotion to duty of the front-line workers who are keeping the 
country going………. the list goes on and on. 
 
If we cannot shop, fund-raise, or exercise, we can at least pray to that wonderful God of ours, of whom 
our latest English Saint John Newman reminds us that "He knows what He is about". 
 
Finally may I remind you all about collecting used stamps. So far I have received two packets of 
stamps from the College (both of which contained Vatican stamps). I will be sending these off to the 
dealer later in the summer. 

 Mike Lang 



 

HELLO FROM LOCKDOWN PALAZZOLA! 
Well, dear friends, this is surely the most surreal, uncertain 
and scary situation since WWII (so I am told!) I am writing to 
you during our lockdown period and it is actually an ideal 
time to touch base with you all, say hello and to let you know 
how things are during this sad time, and more importantly to 
say “Thank You”. 
 

On 13th March, after a meeting in Rome, and saying goodbye 
to our lovely Giorgia as she drove up the road, I closed the 
door on an empty Palazzola. It must be the saddest moment 
of my time at Palazzola to date. Since then, as you all know, 
things deteriorated. Within a matter of days, we had all our 
bookings  cancelled  from  March 15th  to the end of June.  
During this time, the College closed and all the students sent 
home to the UK. Our world became unfamiliar and strange. 

 
Since  then lockdown came in progressively more restrictive stages. It all started at the end of January, when two 
Chinese tourists in Rome tested positive for the virus. Therefore, the first establishments to close were the various 
Chinese outlets in Rome. Even then we all thought it was probably “exaggerated news and this was just a flu!” Then 
the virus  spread in Milan. It caught like wild fire and a restriction was announced which affected sixteen million 
people that affected the whole region of Lombardy and fourteen largely-neighbouring provinces in Emilia-Romagna, 
Veneto, Piedmont and Marche. On 9th March, the same happened to all of Italy, placing more than 60 million people 
in quarantine. On 11th March, Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte announced the closure of all commercial businesses 
except supermarkets and chemists. This was, of course, a huge blow to Palazzola, but on the other hand, we had three 
guests in the house, so we knew that once they departed we had no guests to care for. Palazzola officially closed on 
13th March until the beginning of June. All staff are on furloughing, and this should end about the same time. We 
will then have to make decisions, taking into consideration our bookings for the rest of the year and, more important, 
next year. Luckily, some of our guests have transferred their bookings to 2021, along with their deposits, and this has 
helped us a great deal. It means we can look forward to next year and see our bookings in place, knowing there is a 
reason for staying open! We do need much more though. 
 
At present, our sense of meaning is threatened by the 
restrictions of many activities that typically make up our 
usual  day-to-day  life.  Everyday   things   we   have 
previously taken for granted, such as travelling to work, 
enjoying cultural and sporting activities or even a trip to 
another capital city, or visiting relatives, have been 
threatened and become a distant memory.  We are 
obliged to carry a self-certification and a reason for our 
transit, along with identity cards. Police are stationed in 
and around the city and in  the  suburbs   monitoring 
people walking or in cars. Huge fines are imposed for 
those ignoring the restrictions. 
 
In the meantime, whilst we do  not  know  when  the 
pandemic will end, or what life will look like once it 
does, perhaps the present uncertainty will provide us 
with new forms of meaning. Perhaps we will all become more mindful of our blessings, our families, our work place 
and colleagues, and maybe, just maybe, we will come out of this surreal time in our lives, with a better understanding 
of love and life in general. Who knows? 
 
This brings me to my imminent retirement! I shall officially retire on 31st December 2020. I did not quite envisage a 
year like this leading to my final days at Palazzola! It is, to say the least, unexpected! Obviously due to the whole 
situation, I may not be able to attend the AGM in September, which I had intended to do. I will, however do my best! 
In the meantime, friends, book your trip to Palazzola, make plans, even though times seem uncertain, because by 
doing this you will be supporting Palazzola. I have every confidence that with all the prayers for us, instigated by 
British clergy and with our sheer determination, we will get through this, and Palazzola will survive. So, my last 
words are to all of you. Please stay safe, take care of yourselves, and here’s to 2021, when your meeting is scheduled 
at Palazzola. Please keep up your support, it is very important to us, and we appreciate all your help, so very much. 
Thank you to all the members who have so  kindly  contacted us with prayers, love and good wishes, we were so 
happy to hear from you all throughout this sad time. STAY SAFE! STAY HOME! 

Joyce E. Hunter 
Director    

VILLA PALAZZOLA 

A very quiet and deserted Rome. 
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PILGRIMAGES 
 
As you may know due to the coronavirus, we unfortunately had to postpone both our planned pilgrimages to 
Rome and more locally to East Anglia for 2020.  However these have been re-booked for 2021. 
 

FRIENDS VISIT TO ROME & PALAZZOLA - postponed until 11/12 - 18/19/22 APRIL 2021 
 
There are four major changes to our pilgrimage:   
 
The first is more flexibility on dates (you can arrive/depart Sunday or Monday).   
 
The second is that the also postponed Palazzola centenary celebrations are now included within the week - 
so we’ll be joined by previous rectors and other members of the college staff.  This celebration will take the 
form  of  a  series  of  interesting  lectures and the celebration of Mass  followed by lunch both at Palazzola 
during the week, but also on Sunday at the English College itself.   
 
The third is the option is stay on for a few more days - until Thursday 22 April - just enjoying being at 
Palazzola. 
 
The fourth is the programme and pricing now includes the most popular of the options chosen by those who 
previously  returned their excursion booking  forms.  These  include  Monte  Porzio  where  the college 
previously had a villa and also visit to a museum that showcases the development of the area during the 
Mussolini period  which of course was when the Via dei Laghi road was built.  There will also a visit to 
Anzio with Mass at the Shrine of Our Lady of Grace (statute of Our Lady of Ipswich) in Nettuno followed 
by lunch at the chairman’s favourite restaurant overlooking the marina.  
 
Besides these included excursions there will be the opportunity for a day visit into central Rome, a visit and 
lunch in the Gardens  of  Castel Gandolfo and a visit  to the private Ninfa Gardens - a superb early 20th  

century plant collection amongst medieval ruins often referred to as the most romantic garden in the world.     
 

SAINTS OF NORFOLK AND EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE - postponed until  05 to 09 July 2021 
 
This pilgrimage is being organised in conjunction with Louise Sage from the Guild of St John Southworth 
(the volunteers) at Westminster Cathedral.  The outline details of the visit are: 
 
Mon 05 July 
Travel to Norwich and check into the Premier Inn, Norwich City Centre.  Afternoon visit to the church of 
Julian of Norwich where we hope to celebrate Mass in the chapel that has replaced her cell. 
 
Tues 06 July  
Formal  guided tour of Norwich Anglican Cathedral (built from 1096 to 1145). Afternoon visit to the 
Catholic Cathedral of St John the Baptist with sung Vespers followed by a sung Mass.  
 
Wed 07 July 
Morning visit to Sandringham the much-loved country retreat of Her Majesty The Queen.  Afternoon 
transfer to the The Globe Hotel in Kings Lynn where we visit the Red Mount Chapel built in 1485/6 and 
have Holy Mass.   
 
Thurs 08 July 
Full-day excursion to Walsingham - England’s Nazareth - which was one of northern Europe's great places 
of pilgrimage and remained so through most of the Middle Ages.  We will join the set programme for the 
day at this much loved shrine.  
 
Fri 09 July 
Morning transfer to Saint Etheldreda Catholic Church in Ely for Mass followed by a guided tour of Ely 
Cathedral. Early afternoon visit to Oliver Cromwell’s House before transferring to Ely Railway Station.  
 
For further details on both these pilgrimages, please kindly contact:  

Anthony Coles, 18 Maresfield Gardens, London NW3 5SX  
(Tel: 020 7431 3414 / Fax: 020 7794 7803 / arctc@btinternet.com)  



 

Compiled by Mike Lang.   Many thanks to all who have contributed text and photographs. 
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We welcome the following new members  

Rev. M Gamble (Bulkington) Mr T Koschalka (Walton on Thames)       

Sr. Mary Joseph  (USA) Sqd/Ldr  A Watts   (Buckinghamshire) 

Mr N Parker (London)  

  

   

Vegetable Sauce for Pasta—Serves 2 
 
           1                 Large Courgette                              Chopped into slices and then slices quartered      
           1                 Large Onion                                    Sliced and Chopped                                                           
 250 g.         Mushrooms                                     Chopped 
            1 tin           Chopped Tomatoes and Herbs 
 2 cloves      Garlic                                              Thinly sliced 
 1                 Vegetable Stock Cube 
                               Salt and Pepper 
                               Cooking Oil 
             100 g.        Grated Cheese 
 
Method 
 Heat tablespoon of cooking oil in a pan, add sliced onions and cook until soft. 
 Add courgettes and mushrooms and saute gently for 5 minutes. 
 Add chopped Tomatoes together with vegetable stock cube and season to taste 
 Simmer gently for several minutes until thickened and reduced 
 
 Cook pasta, drain and dry 
 Add vegetable mixture 
 Serve on heated plates with grated cheese 

ANNUAL MEETING – 2020 
 
This meeting is scheduled to take place at St George’s Cathedral, Southwark but at this stage in  the  coronavirus 
situation this will be reviewed nearer to the date in September . 

Ed. Note     Another interesting picture from the internet  -  Easter 2020. 


