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We are proud to show the Friends another area of the College that has had its façades restored
and repainted. The photograph above shows the Garden, viewed, I must admit, not from my
window but from the Vice-Rector’s. We look forward to the summer when the new look in the
Garden really will come into its own. By then the Garden will boast more than clean
façades: plans are afoot to build a small garden shrine to Our Lady, whose statue has been
kindly paid for by the Friends.
The new design of the Garden is one further step in the major overhaul of the students’ social
spaces. We began reporting on this in the Autumn 2017 edition of Venerabile View, where the
Friends were able to glimpse the new layout of the student common room. The roof terrace
above Old St Joe’s now has an attractive seating area shaded from the sun - as well as an
unsheltered area for any mad dogs and Englishmen that may be passing. The Vice-Rector has
been at the forefront of these efforts to make the social spaces more appealing, with enthusiastic
support from the students. No doubt there will be further improvements to report on in the
autumn issue.

One of the highlights of the year is the Jubilarians’ evening,
when priests from England and Wales celebrating 40, 50
or 60 years of priesthood are invited to spend a week at
Palazzola, in the course of which they join us for evening
Mass and supper. Their visit in 2017 took place on
Wednesday 29 November. I had the pleasure of welcoming
on that evening a Golden Jubilarian whose ordination in 1967 I
had attended: Fr. Charles Jeffries from Arundel and Brighton,
who was a friend of my parents before I was born. Providentially I was a deacon at the time of his Silver Jubilee in
1992, so was able to function at that. I was delighted to be
vested by him at my own ordination to the priesthood in
1993. The Jubilarians’ Mass was celebrated by the Provost of
Fr. Charles Jeffries with the Rector
Westminster, Canon Michael Brockie, and we were honoured
to be joined at supper by Archbishop Paul Gallagher, the Holy See’s Secretary for Relations with
States, celebrating 40 years since his own priestly ordination.
Because of the removal of the stage from the upstairs
Common Room, the Advent Show this year took
place in a new location - the Crypt! This beautiful
space directly below the College Church is being used
more and more frequently. We regularly
meet
there for spiritual conferences as well as talks by
visiting speakers. The stage can be easily assembled
and a curtain set up. Any concerns that we might
have lost something of the special ambience of the
Common Room performances were quickly dispelled
- the new setting actually works better!
A scene from the Advent Show

Before we departed for Christmas, two of our students James Barber of Plymouth and Peter Taylor of
Middlesbrough - were admitted to candidacy. The
ceremony took place on the last evening of the autumn
term, Wednesday 20 December, and Bishop Paul Tighe,
Secretary of the Pontifical Council for Culture, presided
and preached for us.

James Barber

Bishop Tighe

Peter Taylor

Weather conditions in Rome often find their way onto the headlines - we’re not quite sure why!
Photographs in August showing
waterless
fountains in St Peter’s Square do seem to attract
Theo Sharrock Sean Elliott Edward Hauschild
widespread
interest. Even more picturesque
was the February snowfall - the heaviest I have
ever witnessed in Rome. It settled for a day or two but then quickly disappeared, not without
causing chaos all over the city. On the first day the Gregorian University closed while the
Angelicum remained open: on the second day the Angelicum closed while the Gregorian
University reopened. Pazienza!
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A Priest in St. Peter’s Square

On Tuesday of the 4th week of Lent, we were pleased to
be invited to provide servers and singers for the Station
Mass at our parish church, the Basilica of San Lorenzo in
Damaso.
The principal celebrant was Bishop Mark
O'Toole of Plymouth, who was out in Rome for the annual
visitation of the College. The photograph shows a small
cantor group preparing to sing the Introit.
The Cantor Group at the Station Mass

I should alert the Friends to some celebrations that we have planned for the Easter season
this year, on which we’ll report more fully in the next issue. The year 2018 sees a number
of significant anniversaries for the College: it’s 200 years since the College was restored in 1818
after the Napoleonic wars, it’s 450 years since the first English seminary was founded at Douai
in 1568 and, according to the Breviary, it’s 900 years since the birth of St Thomas of
Canterbury. To mark these significant milestones, we have organised a one-day Symposium
on Saturday 14 April followed that evening by a concert of music drawn from our history. I’m
delighted that the Friends will be represented on this occasion by Alice Reeve.
Starting the following Monday, 16 April, and running for 4 weeks until Friday 11 May, there will be
an exhibition in the College Crypt, illustrating these moments in our history with treasures drawn
not only from our own archives but from those of Stonyhurst College and St Edmund’s College,
Ware. Stonyhurst traces its history to the English Jesuit house at St Omer in Belgium and St
Edmund’s traces its history to the English College at Douai. Do take the opportunity to view the
exhibition if you find yourself in Rome during those 4 weeks: it will be well worth seeing.
An important dimension of these activities is the fund-raising aspect: we need to establish an
endowment fund if we are to continue developing our Archives and making them available to
visiting scholars. Professor Maurice Whitehead has done invaluable work in recent years
preparing for the day when we can open the Archives fully. There are many treasures contained
there, just waiting to be discovered. It will be a great day for English Catholic history when we
can say with confidence that our patrimony is secure and will continue to be explored for the
foreseeable future.
It remains only for me to thank the Friends for your constant support in all our activities and for
your prayers. We would ask you to keep in your prayers particularly the seven men who are due
to be ordained deacon at Palazzola in July, along with the five men due to be ordained priests
this year. Be assured that we continue to keep all of you and your intentions in our own prayers.

Mgr. Philip Whitmore
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Rector

Senior Student (SS) – Marco Egawhary
My name is Marco and I am currently a sixth year student
for the Archdiocese of Birmingham, due to be ordained please God! – to the diaconate this July. I am currently in
my ﬁrst year of a licence in Sacred Scripture at the
Biblicum: it has been challenging, but also a great privilege!
I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of the
seminarians of the college to thank all the Friends for
their material and especially their spiritual support: the
prayers of so many keep us going! We have recently heard of
the generous donation by the Friends for a statue of Our
Lady, soon due to be installed in the college garden by a
team of students led by Hallam seminarian, Dominic Jenkinson – many thanks! I
hope to make further acquaintances with some of the Friends over the course of
this year so that the gratitude of the students can be expressed in person. A presto!

Deputy Senior Student (DSS) – Benjamin Woodley.
My name is Benjamin Woodley. Currently, I am a sixth year
seminarian in formation for the Archdiocese of Westminster.
After having studied philosophy at the Angelicum University
(two years) and theology at the Gregorian University (three
years), I am now happily undertaking further studies for a
Licence in moral theology, again, at the Angelicum.
Between the ﬁfth and sixth years, my Bishop, Cardinal
Vincent, very graciously, permitted me to explore a possible vocation to the
Cistercian life with the community at Mount Saint Bernard Abbey in Leicestershire.
This was a time of much blessing and searching. Gradually, and consistently,
discernment revealed that the Lord was not calling me to this particular witness.
It is with some joy that the Diocese has asked me to return to the community at the
Venerable English College and continue with the great work of preparation for
service to the people of God in Westminster.

Local Meeting—West Midlands
There will be a meeting of the Friends in Warwick on 26th April.
We will meet in the Parish Hall, St Mary Immaculate, 45 West Street, Warwick CV34 6AB at about 1030 for coffee and a chat.
Fr. Patrick Mileham will celebrate Mass at 1200
After Mass we will adjourn to a local restaurant for lunch (own purchase).
We hope to discuss venues and agendas for future meetings.
For any further details please contact Alice Reeve on 01543 670262 or by email alicereeve1@sky.com
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It was 11 am on Friday 1st December 2017
The sun was shining over the City of Bath onto St Mary’s
The Parish Administrator was making the coffee in the schoolroom and the Parish Priest, Mgr. Jeremy
Rigden (Valladolid), was preparing to greet the South West group of alumni of the Venerable English
College in Rome who were gathering for their annual Martyrs Day Mass and Celebration.
One of the first to arrive was Canon Anthony Harding (at the college from 1949 onwards). He was
followed by Bishops Christopher Budd and Crispian Hollis and then by the following Priests and Laymen
who had studied at the College – John Ainslie, Thomas Atthill, Austin Bennet, Tony Dodd, Michael Healy
and Michael Robertson (the latter having been ordained in 1993). Finally, I was delighted to be present in
my role as Chairman of the Friends .
Mass was at Noon with the homily (preached this year by Fr. Jeremy) referring to that day in 1581 when
Ralph Sherwin (proto-martyr of the Venerable English College), Edmund Campion and Alexander Briant
(a priest from Somerset, an area now within the Clifton Diocese) were executed at Tyburn. Fr. Jeremy
used the life story of Alexander Briant to illustrate the brutality occurring at the time of his return to
England as a Priest and onwards, through to the execution of the three priests who were subsequently
canonised along with thirty-seven others who suffered a similar fate. In questioning how these men coped
with the suffering and torture, Fr. Jeremy looked back to the Letter to the Hebrews and quoted- “they were
weak people who were given strength”. These words are echoed in one of the Prefaces of the Mass for
Martyrs, where the priest prays: “The blood of the martyrs shows forth your marvellous works, by which
in our weakness you perfect your power, and on the feeble bestow strength to bear you witness.”
So we honour the power and grace of God revealed above all in human frailty and weakness; and we also
honour the capacity of the martyrs to respond to that grace, for loving to the uttermost, and for giving
themselves in a love which is stronger than death, and which reaches out into eternity. (cf. Homily of Pope
Paul VI at the Canonisation of the Forty Martyrs.) Mass ended in the traditional VEC manner with the
Salve.
And so to the Rectory for drinks and lunch lovingly prepared by Thomas and assisted, as always, by
Austin. Thomas is a regular visitor to Sicily and this year he produced La Caponata Siciliana (a delightful
aubergine based dish “freshened up with a moderate splash of vinegar”) accompanied with home baked
Italian bread.
After due time to allow for conversation (and wine tasting) we moved onto Bucatini All’ Amatriciana –
another excellent offering from a great Chef.
And so the afternoon proceeded – talk….eat.…drink .…and then start again –Italian style. Sitting, just
listening (for a change) it was wonderful to hear anecdotes relating to Rectors and Students of the college,
men whom I have come to know either at Palazzola or as they have worked around the Dioceses.
And then sadly it was time to depart for another year – by train or, for the more abstemious, by car.
A big thank you, to the members of the Roman Association, for allowing me to join you on this the day
when you come together to honour the College Martyrs.
Mike Lang

Chair Report
2018 started with my annual visit to the College. The meeting with the Rector confirmed the “shopping list” which had been
discussed at the AGM and also the addition of two further items, a new set of weights for the Gym (we must have the fittest
students considering that they walk back and forth to lectures and then return to the Gym) and also a new Statue of Our Lady
which will be placed in the College Garden. Both of the additional items were confirmed at the February Committee Meeting.
At the February meeting the committee were delighted to see one of the “POP UP Banners” which were designed and acquired
by Louise Bradley.
The SW Local Area meetings have continued and at the February meeting Dr Andrew Beards talked about his time at the VEC
and his subsequent love of Philosophy. It was intriguing to listen to the conversations between Andrew and the two past Rectors
Mgr. George and Mgr. Adrian.
Please see the advertisement for West Midlands meeting which will take place at Warwick on 26th April 2018.
A visit to the Marian Shrines in North London will be arranged for Friday, 14th September, with the Annual Meeting (2018)
being held on, Saturday, 15th September at St Anselm’s, Tooting Bec London.

Mike Lang
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TOUCHED BY GOD
Editor’s note: Those of you who were present at the AGM will remember Sr. Assumpta’s
inspiring Talk about her life with the Sisters of Mercy, and in particular her years at Palazzola
and then Kenya. It was, at times, an emotional experience which we were privileged to share with
her, and one which I was anxious to reproduce for the benefit of all members. Sister has kindly
written the following piece for VV.
“FAITH ALWAYS TRIES TO CREATE CULTURE AND CHRISTIANS MUST COMMIT
THEMSELVES TO BUILDING ISLANDS OF HUMANITY IN WHICH TO HUMANIZE
EVERYTHING THAT RUNS THE RISK OF LAPSING INTO THE INHUMAN”
(Von Balthasar)
I was born into a very traditional Catholic Family in rural Ireland where Prayer , the Mass and the Sacraments were part of the
accepted routine. We were five children and my parents gave us the example of what it means to live in a community where
neighbours supported each other in good and difficult times . The values I learned in my home stand me in good stead to this
day. When I was preparing for my Confirmation I asked my mother if I would have shiny shoes with silver buckles for my Big
Day. She quietly replied:
“ CHILD WHY DO YOU WORRY ABOUT SMALL THINGS DON’T YOU KNOW THAT GOD ALWAYS PROVIDES”.
A salutary lesson that has remained with me. I did get the shiny shoes and after a couple of weeks they no longer had
any meaning for me. It was then I decided that I would do something with my life that the shine would never wear off. I had no
idea then what that would mean.
We, with other children in the locality, walked through the fields to the village school and in rainy weather we often got our
clothes and feet very wet as we regularly indulged in walking through every puddle. Our lovely teacher always had a huge open
fire waiting for us. We sat around it in bare feet while our shoes and clothes were dried out! It was in this ideal setting that we
learned to read and were given a good grounding in maths and grammar. We were prepared for Speech, Drama and Music
Festivals and our successes were always celebrated with a day off school. Prayer and preparation for the Sacraments were
important items in the curriculum and the Parish Priest visited once a month. Foolishly we thought every child in the country was
educated in similar circumstances.
At the age of eleven I went to a Convent All Girl’s School run by the Sisters of Mercy. There were forty girls in the class.
The teaching was excellent, but alas there was no fire to warm my feet! Discipline, hard work and school uniform were the
order of the day. At 4 p.m. I put on the same wet coat I had taken off in the morning and then cycled three miles home to a
hot dinner and two hour’s home work. I did not like that school very much, but I learned many things from the Sisters of
Mercy; they were very active in the parish and always had an eye out for needy children and did amazing advocacy work.
To cut a long story short when it was appropriate to finish school I entered the Sisters of Mercy in the Bermondsey Congregation
and after novitiate I trained as a teacher. Following a few years in a London school I spent twenty four wonderful years at St
Mary’s Primary School in Whitstable. In Whitstable I had huge opportunities for Parish Visitation. Justice and Peace Initiatives,
St Vincent De Paul Ministry and Prayer Groups as well as further study at the Franciscan Study Centre in Canterbury. It is
surprising how much one can add on to one’s normal working day when one is young!
Life never stands still and in 1984 that wonderful sounding name Palazzola became a familiar word for many Sisters of Mercy.
Following Vatican 2 it was considered appropriate for seminarians to return to their dioceses for experience during the long
summer break and this made Palazzola somewhat redundant. The College Trustees, with Mgr. Philip Holroyd, decided to
embark on a renovation programme at the Villa with the vision that it might become a house of hospitality. After discussion
with a Notre Dame Sister at the Vatican, the Rector, Mgr. Kennedy RIP, agreed to ask the Sisters of Mercy of the Institute to
form a Community of welcome, prayer and hospitality. Eventually in October 1984, four Sisters, who had just retired from
teaching, became the Mercy presence at Palazzola and with the guidance and collaboration of Mgr. Holroyd began to initiate
different programmes.
The Sisters engaged with people in the locality and were ever ready with the welcoming cup of tea and the listening ear.
All this would have been impossible without the ever present and resourceful Piacentini Family. Fernanda and Alfredo RIP were
ever watchful and met every eventuality with a positive response. For them it was life-giving to have a resident community on
their doorstep as once the College Retreat finished in October they seldom saw any visitors to the Villa.
The winter of 1984 was bitterly cold and the then bad road down to the Villa made it impossible for the lorry to deliver the gas.
That was a real test of the Sisters’ endurance as cooking, heating etc. were impossible. The overwhelming generosity of
Fernanda and Alfredo made food available every day and by the grace of God everyone survived that difficult experience.
The Contract drawn up by the College and the Sisters was for a period of twenty years with the directive that the first claimants
on the Villa would be the College and thereafter the Sisters of Mercy together with other Colleges in Rome and pilgrims from the
UK.
In October 1985 owing to needs back in the UK Sr. Angela was elected to a leadership role, which meant a vacancy at Palazzola.
To my utter surprise I was asked to take her place. As a Religious with a Vow of Obedience I had no reason to refuse.

6

I still remember my arrival at the Villa and my first meal in the dining room. The College Retreat was coming to an end
and to witness so many young men going forward for the priesthood filled me with gratitude, hope and determination to
support and pray for them.
As I was brought up in rural Ireland the setting at Palazzola was like manna from heaven and I was overwhelmed by its
sheer beauty, tranquillity and atmosphere of prayer and silence. Slowly, with the help of Mgr. Philip, I fell into my new
role as co-director which really meant taking responsibility for some of the difficult tasks.
The Sisters in the Community were amazing and spent endless hours making people welcome. Money was scarce and
many details needed attention like bedding, kitchen equipment and hygiene facilities as well as the staff wages at the end
of each month. Believe me, miracles did happen because when we had spent the last coin I made a hasty retreat to the
chapel and reminded the Good Lord that we needed Him to be as proactive as he was with the Loaves and the Fishes. My
mother’s advice kept ringing in my ears GOD WILL PROVIDE. The money always came from unknown sources and that
was confirmation that that the ministry at Palazzola was God’s work. Indeed we had many examples where prayer and
trust in the Providence of God helped us to overcome serious difficulties.
Programmes began to take shape and on a regular basis, there were the retreats for Sisters living in Rome; Mini
Sabbatical for Priests from the UK and elsewhere; The Neocatechumenate Vigils; Retreats for the Stewards’ Trust, a group
of Evangelical Anglicans; Visitors from UK and Ireland; Individual Bishops and Priests needing a rest: The Palazzola
Holiday Groups; Jubilarian Sisters of Mercy and The Anglican-Roman Catholic Commission with the memorable visit of
St. John Paul II.
Catherine McAuley, our Foundress, never refused to make a new foundation despite shortage of Sisters. Her favourite
phrase was “WE CAN NEVER SAY IT IS ENOUGH”.
I suppose it was her example which gave me the yearning to move on and explore a long held desire to work in Africa. In
July 1990 I left Palazzola with a heart of gratitude for the amazing opportunities presented by living close to the Eternal
City. I will always be grateful to those who supported me in that unique ministry and Alfredo and Fernanda come readily
to my mind RIP.
Back in England I was able to do further study and set up a small project for Carers as well as getting involved in parish
ministry. In 1997 I finally got approval to consider joining the Mercy Sisters in East Africa. Early in January 1998 when
the Visa and health checks were in place I made that long nine hour journey. I arrived in Nairobi in the middle of El Nino
with the airport flooded and the car journey to the Sisters’ house hazardous. I had never seen anything so dismal and it
made rain in Ireland look pleasant.
The first weeks were daunting and I think I cried every day at the sight of small children poorly dressed with plastic bags
on their feet making their way to school.
Sr. Mary, who founded the Mukuru Project, for the education and healthcare of destitute children from the slums was no
shrinking violet. When I was there three weeks she spoke to me as I left morning Mass. She said “People’s shanty homes
were taken into the river in the night and children have been drowned. Go out and get help and don’t come back at the end
of the day and tell me you have done nothing. Everyone can do something however small”. I was lost for words as she got
into her car and took off. I rang the taxi driver, an honest local man, and he suggested we go into the industrial area and
ask the Asian Business people for help. At the end of the day we had a car load of rice, cooking pots and blankets. I
proudly took them to Sr. Mary and instead of my anticipated ‘thank you’, she just said “YOU WILL DO”. Thereafter
instead of crying over the plight of the poor I got up and went out early every day and dealt with each eventuality with
enormous confidence despite the risk and the challenge.
Catherine McAuley used to say “THE POOR NEED HELP TODAY AND NOT NEXT WEEK”. I took to heart her
maxim and trusted the Providence of God who always came to the rescue.
I was missioned to Kenya for three months but stayed ten years. The poor taught me so much and they changed my life
forever. They were the best formators I ever had they taught me about trust, faith, compassion and abandonment to God’s
Will. They could see through what was false and quickly knew if one was sincere in walking with them in their struggles
or was just another condescending benefactor.
Thirty years after the first school for the destitute began under a tree the Sisters of Mercy now are providing free
education for over 5,800 Primary School Children in four well equipped schools; A magnificent Secondary School with a
Three Form Entry; A Clinic; A Skills Training; An HIV Testing Centre and Treatment Clinic; An Agricultural
Programme; A Street Children’s Centre and more recently the Centre for Children with disabilities.
It is so rewarding to see past street boys and children from the slums now in good jobs such as TV News Readers;
Qualified Doctors; Architects; Engineers; Teachers and Nurses. Last but not least a former street girl, who qualified as a
lawyer and with the help of an Irish family got an internship in the White House from 2009 to 2010. That is what
education does for children who are among the most creative and intelligent in the world. Education breaks the cycle of
poverty and gives people their God given right to live a dignified life. I could write much more about my experience in
Kenya but it is enough for me to tell you that I have left my heart there. Daily I remember those people who changed my
life forever and gave me the privilege of walking with them in their struggles for justice and dignity.
“TO WALK WITH ANOTHER RACE AND WITH ANOTHER CREED IS TO WALK ON HOLY GROUND”
Sister Assumpta
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A message from the the Director at Palazzola - Joyce Hunter
This is just a way of thanking all the Friends members for their loyal support both in
visiting Palazzola and indeed for your kind donations over the past. It is appreciated
more than you will ever know. We have a great tennis court now which is being used by
students and guests alike, and has been a great success. I would also like to thank you
all for choosing Palazzola as your location for last year’s AGM.
To thank you in a special way, I would like to offer all Friends members a special low
season price for 2018 and indeed for middle season bookings too. Our normal prices for
rooms between 1 November and 30th April are €67 en suite and €52 standard room – full
board and wine included, during the middle and high season the prices are €110 per
person per day and standard rooms €95 per person per day.
My special Friend’s offer would be €60 per person per day en suite in the low
season and €50 for standard rooms, and between 1 May and 8th June and
31st August to 14th September €85 ensuite and €70 standard – all these dates are
subject to availability. Please quote “Friends promo” and your membership
number when contacting us.
I wish you all the very best and I hope to see you very soon, to say “hello” personally, at
Palazzola.
Other visits:
1.

York, Ampleforth & Durham in conjunction with Guild of St John Southworth, Westminster
Cathedral (the majority of folks actually going are FOV members)
Monday 09 to Friday 14 July - £450 twin/double, £595 single occupancy.

2.

Palazzola
Family week for all ages (singles very welcome too!) - Sunday 29 July to Monday 08 August
£760 standard room / £880 en-suite room. Children (0 to 16 years) free in standard rooms
Details from Anthony Coles : arctc@btinternet.com or 020 7431 3414.

We welcome the following new members
Miss P Brennen (Ilford)

Dr. A Brinkley (Sheffield)

Pilgrimage Fund
Members wishing to contribute to this Fund should send their donations to the Chairman, Secretary or
Treasurer and mark them clearly “For Pilgrimage Fund”.
If you would like to make a Standing Order, please ask for a special Standing Order Form.

Compiled by Mike Lang.

Many thanks to all who have contributed text and photographs.
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