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The Rector, Vice Rector and Archbishop Arthur Roche with
Their Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester.

The College concluded its year of
celebrations for the 650th anniversary of its
foundation with an Audience with His
Holiness Pope Benedict XVI on 3rd
December 2012. Two days previously, on
1st December, the College received the visit
of Their Royal Highnesses the Duke and
Duchess of Gloucester. The Duke and
Duchess represented Queen Elizabeth II at
the College Feast day, Martyrs’ Day, when
the Venerabile remembers the forty-four
students of the College who laid down their
lives for the Catholic Faith between 1581
and 1678.

MESSAGE FROM THE QUEEN
The Duke of Gloucester delivered the following message from Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II:

In 1362, English residents in Rome established a ‘Hospice of the English’ to care for English
pilgrims. The Royal Arms of King Henry IV still adorn your walls to mark the 50th anniversary
of that foundation and the close relationship with the Crown. The English Hospice was the
origin of what has now become the Venerable English College, following its re-foundation by
Pope Gregory XIII in 1579.
The presence of the Duke of Gloucester at your Martyrs’ Day Feast in this 650th anniversary
year is a sign of the strength of the relationship between the United Kingdom and the Holy See.
It is also recognition of the high esteem in which the Venerable English College is held as a
training ground for pastors, priests and future leaders of the Catholic Church of England and
Wales. You have always served as a generous and hospitable home away from home for
generations of visitors to Rome, even in the most difficult times.
My good wishes go to you all, alumni, staff and students of the Venerabile, past, present and
future, for your continuing prosperity.
ELIZABETH R

BISHOPS PRESENT
Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor, Archbishop Emeritus of Westminster (and himself Rector of the
Venerabile from 1971-77) and his successor as Archbishop of Westminster, Archbishop Vincent Nichols,
led the group of bishops, staff and students of the Venerabile invited to meet Pope Benedict on 3rd
December in the Sala Clementina of the Vatican’s Apostolic Palace. Present also with them were the
Secretary of the Congregation for Divine Worship, Archbishop Arthur Roche, Emeritus Bishop of Leeds;
and Archbishops Peter Smith of Southwark and Bernard Longley of Birmingham. All four Archbishops
are themselves former students of the Venerabile. Bishops Michael Campbell of Lancaster and Terence
Drainey of Middlesbrough were also in attendance: with Archbishop Longley, they constitute the
Bishops’ Committee for Overseas Seminaries.

The Bishops, staff and students at the Vatican

ARCHBISHOP NICHOLS’ ADDRESS
On entering the Sala Clementina, Pope Benedict paused to venerate the precious relic brought from the
College for the occasion. This was the relic of our Protomartyr (first martyr) Saint Ralph Sherwin.
Sherwin was martyred on 1st December 1581 at Tyburn in London – just yards from the site of today’s
Marble Arch.

In his address to the Holy Father, Archbishop Nichols said: “It is such a joy and great honour for us

to be with you this morning as we recall the 650th anniversary of the founding of the English
Hospice of Thomas a Becket, on the site where now stands the Venerable English College.

For over two hundred years, the English Hospice welcomed pilgrims and served as
a place of refuge for the poor. It became a centre for the earliest diplomatic
activity between the English Court and the Holy See, even being known as ‘the
King’s Hospice’. Indeed the Hospice symbolises the depth and richness of the
relationship between the Holy See and our countries. This relationship continues
to flourish today, especially in the light of the Visit of Your Holiness to the United
Kingdom in 2010, the first official State Visit of the Pontiff ever to take place there.
We continue to be grateful for the blessings of that unforgettable occasion.
It was in 1579 that the Hospice became a seminary, at a time of danger and
persecution for the Church in our lands. Our seminarians today are part of that
rich and noble tradition which gave courageous witness to a deep love of the Mass
and loyalty to the Successor of St Peter. Indeed in these days we are celebrating
the forty-four martyr-saints of the College. It is with the utmost joy, reverence and
love, therefore, that we have today brought to Your Holiness the precious relic of
the Protomartyr of the College, St. Ralph Sherwin.
We are greatly inspired by our martyrs to bear witness to our faith in the
challenging circumstances of our own time, knowing that humanity’s constant
search for truth can only be satisfied in Christ. We earnestly pray that the courage
and eloquence of our martyrs be God’s gift to us also.
Holy Father, today we assure you of our love and devotion. We offer you our
steadfast prayers that the Lord will strengthen and support you. Like the martyrs
of our college who sought the blessing of Pope Gregory XIII and his successors, we
too come to you today with humility and simplicity, seeking your Apostolic
blessing.”

MEETING THE HOLY FATHER

Luke de Pulford, one of the students the
Rector introduced to HH Pope Benedict XVI

The Holy Father’s reply is reproduced elsewhere in
this edition of Venerabile View. Following the
imparting of the Apostolic Blessing, the Holy Father
greeted each of the Bishops present. The Holy
Father was then presented with a book of illustrations
from the College church, highlighting a fresco of
Pope Gregory XIII receiving in audience in 1579 the
first students of the Venerabile. We explained to the
Pope that the Venerabile has today forty-three
seminarians for twenty dioceses. I told the Holy
Father the seminarians have a deep devotion to the
Successor of St Peter; and give great hope for the
future of the Church. I then had the honour of
presenting to the Pope the five formation staff; three
Deacons, including the College’s one student for
Wales; and three other seminarians. The morning
ended with a festive lunch back at the College, in
which Archbishop Nichols reminded the students that
the responsibility was theirs to live up to the example
of the Martyrs whose bravery they had been
celebrating these last several days. The meal closed,
appropriately, with a toast to Pope Benedict and a
rousing Ad Multos Annos.

This will be followed, all things being equal, by
the Priestly Ordinations of Rev. Michael
Coughlan in Stockport on 19th July and Rev.
Benjamin Theobald in Portsmouth Cathedral on
27th July.

Pope Benedict XVI greets the Rector

ELEVEN NEW STUDENTS
The year had begun with some ten new
seminarians joining us from English dioceses:
three from Birmingham, two from Leeds, one
from Salford, one from Shrewsbury, two from
Southwark and one from Westminster. We also
had three seminarians returning to us – two from
Westminster and one from Antigonish (in Nova
Scotia). And we had a new student-priest coming
to us – from Leeds.

FORTY-THREE SEMINARIANS
So the total number of seminarians in the College
at the start of the new academic year was fortythree. This figure broke down as follows: one for
Antigonish, one for Arundel & Brighton, four for
Birmingham, one for Brentwood, one for Clifton,
two for Copenhagen, one for Hexham &
Newcastle, one for Lancaster, six for Leeds, one
for Liverpool, one for Menevia, two for
Middlesbrough, one for Northampton, one for
Portsmouth, two for Salford, four for
Shrewsbury, one for Stockholm, six for
Southwark and six for Westminster; i.e. thirtynine seminarians for England and Wales, four
seminarians from other countries. In addition, we
have four student-priests – coming from the
dioceses of Birmingham, Leeds (two) and
Westminster. This amounts to a student body of
forty-seven. With a staff of five, this makes for
a community of some fifty-two residents.

ORDINATIONS & MINISTRIES
Term ended with Archbishop Roche admitting as
Candidates for Holy Orders Sean Crawley and
Tony Rosso of Leeds; Colin Mason of Clifton;
and Matthew O’Gorman of Southwark. On the
last day of the Christmas vacation, we had the joy
of seeing Archbishop Longley ordain to the
Priesthood the Reverend David Doran in
Birmingham Cathedral. We look forward to the
Priestly Ordination of Deacon Liam Bradley in
Swansea Cathedral on 6th April; and the
Diaconal Ordination of some half a dozen men by
Archbishop Roche at Palazzola on 14th July.

Newly ordained Fr David Doran with the Rector,
Archbishop Bernard Longley and Bishop David McGough

FRIENDS’ GENEROSITY
We were particularly pleased to be joined at the
Birmingham Ordination by the Friends’
Chairman Miss Jo Barnacle and Committee
member Mrs Louise Bradley. We look forward to
welcoming Jo to the College in the Spring.
Rather as the Holy Father was enabled recently to
send his first Tweet, we shall have to arrange for
Jo to send an electronic message via the WiFi
system which adorns the College and is the
Friends’ latest most generous gift. On behalf of
staff and students alike: thank you! It is a real
addition to the College; and something we simply
could not have achieved without your aid.

FIRE TO THE EARTH
Towards the end of his address, the Holy Father
said, “Your College motto speaks of Christ’s
desire to bring fire to the earth, and your mission
is to serve as his instruments in the work of
rekindling the faith in your respective homelands
… Like the martyrs of England and Wales, then,
let your hearts burn with love for Christ, for the
Church and for the Mass.” To this prayer of the
Holy Father’s I would wish to unite all the
students, staff, alumni and Friends of the
Venerabile – who have each felt inspired by the
Faith Tradition encountered in this extraordinary
place to do our part “to bring fire to the earth”
wherever we may find ourselves – that our hearts
might “burn with love for Christ, for the Church
and for the Mass.” May 2013 be a year of deep
blessing for every one of our Friends and their
loved ones!

Mgr Nicholas Hudson
Rector

ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI
TO STUDENTS AND STAFF
OF THE VENERABLE ENGLISH COLLEGE
Monday, 3 December 2012

Your Eminence, dear Brother Bishops,
Monsignor Hudson,
Students and Staff of the Venerable English College,
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you today to the Apostolic Palace, the House of Peter. I
greet my Venerable brother, Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor, a former Rector of the
College, and I thank Archbishop Vincent Nichols for his kind words, spoken on behalf of all
present. I too look back with great thanksgiving in my heart to the days that I spent in your
country in September 2010. Indeed, I was pleased to see some of you at Oscott College on that
occasion, and I pray that the Lord will continue to call forth many saintly vocations to the
priesthood and the religious life from your homeland.
Through God’s grace, the Catholic community of England and Wales is blessed with a long
tradition of zeal for the faith and loyalty to the Apostolic See. At much the same time as your
Saxon forebears were building the Schola Saxonum, establishing a presence in Rome close to the
tomb of Peter, Saint Boniface was at work evangelizing the peoples of Germany. So as a former
priest and Archbishop of the See of Munich and Freising, which owes its foundation to that great
English missionary, I am conscious that my spiritual ancestry is linked with yours. Earlier still,
of course, my predecessor Pope Gregory the Great was moved to send Augustine of Canterbury
to your shores, to plant the seeds of Christian faith on Anglo-Saxon soil. The fruits of that
missionary endeavour are only too evident in the six-hundred-and-fifty-year history of faith and
martyrdom that distinguishes the English Hospice of Saint Thomas à Becket and the Venerable
English College that grew out of it.
Potius hodie quam cras, as Saint Ralph Sherwin said when asked to take the missionary oath,
"rather today than tomorrow". These words aptly convey his burning desire to keep the flame of
faith alive in England, at whatever personal cost. Those who have truly encountered Christ are
unable to keep silent about him. As Saint Peter himself said to the elders and scribes of
Jerusalem, "we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard" (Acts 4:20). Saint Boniface,
Saint Augustine of Canterbury, Saint Francis Xavier, whose feast we keep today, and so many
other missionary saints show us how a deep love for the Lord calls forth a deep desire to bring
others to know him. You too, as you follow in the footsteps of the College Martyrs, are the men
God has chosen to spread the message of the Gospel today, in England and Wales, in Canada,
in Scandinavia. Your forebears faced a real possibility of martyrdom, and it is right and just that
you venerate the glorious memory of those forty-four alumni of your College who shed their
blood for Christ. You are called to imitate their love for the Lord and their zeal to make him
known, potius hodie quam cras. The consequences, the fruits, you may confidently entrust into
God’s hands.
Your first task, then, is to come to know Christ yourselves, and the time you spend in seminary
provides you with a privileged opportunity to do so. Learn to pray daily, especially in the
presence of the Blessed Sacrament, listening attentively to the word of God and allowing heart
to speak to heart, as Blessed John Henry Newman would say. Remember the two disciples from
the first chapter of Saint John’s Gospel, who followed Jesus and asked to know where he was
staying, and, like them, respond eagerly to his invitation to "come and see" (1:37-39). Allow the
fascination of his person to capture your imagination and warm your heart. He has chosen you
to be his friends, not his servants, and he invites you to share in his priestly work of bringing
about the salvation of the world. Place yourselves completely at his disposal and allow him to
form you for whatever task it may be that he has in mind for you.

You have heard much talk about the new evangelization, the proclamation of Christ in those parts
of the world where the Gospel has already been preached, but where to a greater or lesser degree
the embers of faith have grown cold and now need to be fanned once more into a flame. Your
College motto speaks of Christ’s desire to bring fire to the earth, and your mission is to serve as
his instruments in the work of rekindling the faith in your respective homelands. Fire in sacred
Scripture frequently serves to indicate the divine presence, whether it be the burning bush from
which God revealed his name to Moses, the pillar of fire that guided the people of Israel on their
journey from slavery to freedom, or the tongues of fire that descended upon the Apostles at
Pentecost, enabling them to go forth in the power of the Spirit to proclaim the Gospel to the ends
of the earth. Just as a small fire can set a whole forest ablaze (cf. Jas 3:5), so the faithful
testimony of a few can release the purifying and transforming power of God’s love so that it
spreads like wildfire throughout a community or a nation. Like the martyrs of England and
Wales, then, let your hearts burn with love for Christ, for the Church and for the Mass.
When I visited the United Kingdom, I saw for myself that there is a great spiritual hunger among
the people. Bring them the true nourishment that comes from knowing, loving and serving Christ.
Speak the truth of the Gospel to them with love. Offer them the living water of the Christian faith
and point them towards the bread of life, so that their hunger and thirst may be satisfied. Above
all, however, let the light of Christ shine through you by living lives of holiness, following in the
footsteps of the many great saints of England and Wales, the holy men and women who bore
witness to God’s love, even at the cost of their lives. The College to which you belong, the
neighbourhood in which you live and study, the tradition of faith and Christian witness that has
formed you: all these are hallowed by the presence of many saints. Make it your aspiration to be
counted among their number.
Please be assured of an affectionate remembrance in my prayers for yourselves and for all the
alumni of the Venerable English College. I make my own the greeting so often heard on the lips
of a great friend and neighbour of the College, Saint Philip Neri, Salvete, flores martyrum!
Commending you, and all to whom the Lord sends you, to the loving intercession of Our Lady
of Walsingham, I gladly impart my Apostolic Blessing as a pledge of peace and joy in the Lord
Jesus Christ. Thank you.

FRIENDS' AGM IN BRISTOL
The 2012 Annual Reunion and AGM of the
Friends of the Venerabile took place on Saturday
15 September, at the Church of Saint Patrick,
Dillon Court in the Redfield district of Bristol.
Dillon Court is a fine, modern complex
comprising a lovely Church, a Convent, Parish
rooms and retirement flats. Our meeting took
place in the Shore Gallery and lunch was in the
Brooks Hall. A group of parishioners was on hand
to welcome us on arrival, and we are extremely
grateful for the hospitality they accorded to us.
The meeting started with a PowerPoint
presentation by the Vice-Rector, Fr Mark Harold.
Aided by very many excellent pictures, Fr Mark
told us the story of a blessed year, a very special
time in the life of the English College, which was
centred upon the celebration of the 650th
anniversary of the founding of the English
Hospice, on whose site the College now stands.
He was delighted that so many members of the
Friends had been able to attend the anniversary
celebrations in Rome, in January of this year.

Another important aspect of this special year was
the welcome increase in student numbers. At the
start of the 2011-12 academic year a total of 17
new men (including 11 seminarians) had
commenced their studies at the Venerabile. In the
coming year there would be 43 seminarians and 4
student-priests, taking the total student body to 47.
Most of the dioceses of England and Wales are
now represented at the College, as well as some in
Scandinavia - Copenhagen, Reykjavik and
Stockholm. The Vice-Rector mapped out for us
the main events of the academic year, including
the retreats, human development courses
(embracing subjects from internet pornography to
dealing with difficult people), and pastoral
formation and work.
Three students had been ordained to the
Priesthood over the summer: Michael Patey
(Northampton), Joe Gee (Salford), and Michael
Doody (Leeds). Benjamin Theobald and Michael
Coughlan had been ordained Deacon at the end of
the College's Villeggiatura.

As ever, a great deal of work had been undertaken
to the fabric and facilities both of the College and
Palazzola. A donation from the Harold Hood
Trust had funded refurbishment of the main doors
to the College. The Friends had funded the
purchase of new furniture for the students' use on
St Joseph's Terrace at the College, as well as
refurbishment of St Edward's Terrace at Palazzola.
Other developments included the construction of
a new staircase from the refurbished portineria
down to the crypt, insulation of rooms on the
Mayfair corridor, and restoration of the Sherwin
window and the painting of the birth of Our Lady
in the Garden Room. Finally, restoration of the
Pozzo fresco on the ceiling of the Refectory was
nearly completed.

VENERABILE
SILVER
In association with the Friends of the Venerabile,
we offer you the opportunity to purchase sterling
silver hall-marked jewellery relief engraved
bearing the details of the shield of the Venerabile.
Cheques (payable to Rev Thomas Wood) with
order to Fr Thomas Wood, LACE, Croxteth Drive,
Sefton Park, Liverpool, L17 1AA. Prices include
UK P&P.
Profits to the Friends of the Venerabile.

Planned future developments would include
refurbishment of the scala nobile (the original
entrance to the College) including installing a lift
for tenants, refurbishment of the main Cortile, and
the provision of en suite facilities in rooms along
the Monserrà corridor, and refurbishment of the
44 corridor.

Cuff links - £55

The Vice-Rector was glad to be able to report that
Palazzola was in good heart. The Villa's income
had doubled in the period 2004-8, since when it
had remained steady. Bookings in 2012 were
slightly down on the previous year, due mainly to
the reduced number of school groups coming to
Palazzola, a consequence of the recession. On a
positive note, the Bishops' Conference of England
& Wales would be holding its Low Week meeting
at Palazzola next April!
Fr Mark rounded off this excellent presentation
with a short film, of the Martyrs' Day Mass at the
Venerabile in December 2011. The presentation
was followed by a superb lunch, an opportunity to
catch up with old friends and make new ones.
These reunions are extremely convivial! Suitably
refreshed we then had our business meeting,
chaired by our long-serving Chairman Jo
Barnacle. She referred to some of the highlights
of the past year: the Friends' stall at the Towards
Advent exhibition at Westminster Cathedral
organised by Louise Sage, the Friends'
participation in the 650th anniversary celebrations
at the Venerabile, and the outing to Rochester
Cathedral organised by Sarah Gough. A number of
Committee members also attended the Memorial
Mass at Westminster for Sir Brandon Gough who
very sadly passed away earlier in the year. She
also reminded us about the new Friends' website
www.friendsofenglishcollegerome.org.uk, and
thanked Mike Lang for all his work in bringing
this into being.
[continues overleaf]

Ornate lapel badge £30

Ornate Pendant with
College shield £35
22" Silver chain £22

Pendant with College
crest £40.
22" silver chain £22

Plain lapel badge £25

This edition of Venerabile View was edited by
Louise Sage and produced by Anthony Coles.
Article photographs courtesy of the Rector.

On a similar theme our Chairman was pleased to
announce that in the coming year the Friends
would be donating £10,000 to provide WiFi
throughout the English College and Palazzola.
Our Treasurer Hamish Keith presented the annual
accounts. Our income amounted to £25,317, while
expenditure was £8,211, giving us a net income of
£17,106 (2011: £17,488). Donations to the College
in the year totalled £15,000. The Treasurer
explained that the Committee had agreed that the
Friends' financial year end would be altered from
31 August to 31 March, effective for 2013, so that
by the time of the AGM in September complete
audited accounts would be available to Members.
Mike Lang, our Membership Secretary, explained
that we have a total of approximately 480 members
(including 'family' memberships) and the
Committee are forever striving to try and increase
our number. He hoped that the Friends' new
website might help to generate interest in the
College, and the work of the Friends. Finally we
elected a new Committee as follows: Chairman - Jo
Barnacle, Secretary - Jim Holroyd, Treasurer Hamish Keith, Committee Members - Louise
Bradley, Mary Ewing, Sarah Gough, Jeremy
Hudson, Mike Lang, Louise Sage, and Rodney
Webb.
Our final presentation was given by the Senior
Student, Michael Coughlan. He shared with us his
journey towards Priesthood, starting with his Irish
background and upbringing in Manchester,
followed by Liverpool University where he studied
pharmacology. The idea of a priestly vocation had
been suggested to him by a school chaplain, but
while Michael was at university he did not feel
ready for it. It was involvement in the organisation
of youth retreats both at Ampleforth and at
Keswick which finally persuaded him to offer
himself for the Priesthood.
He studied at
Valladolid for a year, before being sent on to the
Venerabile to complete his training. He was
ordained Deacon in July 2012.
Michael's
presentation provided a real insight into the struggle
which, as he emphasised, many of us face to
discern God's calling and the strength we need to
follow that vocation.
Our reunion concluded with Mass concelebrated by
the Vice-Rector and Canon Thomas Atthill (former
student and tutor at the College). This was the
Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows, and Michael
Coughlan preached an excellent homily about 'why
good people suffer', and the Cross as the key to our
Salvation.

Jeremy Hudson
Committee Member

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Many thanks to all who attended the AGM in Bristol
last September. Please keep up your prayers for all
the current and future students and staff at the
College.

E-MAIL ADDRESSES
Do we have YOUR e-mail address? Once again
we appeal to all those who have not yet sent us
their e-mail address to do so as soon as possible in
order to save the organisation time and money
posting letters/holiday details etc. With thanks to all
who have responded to the previous appeal.

Please could we ask you to send your e-mail
address to Mike Lang malang@ntlworld.com and
to Jim Holroyd at JHGlenewes@aol.com.
FRIENDS OUTING - SATURDAY 27 APRIL 2013
This year’s outing will be to Tyburn Convent, 8-9
Hyde Park Street, London W2 2LJ (nearest tube:
Marble Arch). The Convent is near the site* of so
many martyrdoms of the Reformation including
Saint Ralph Sherwin, the first of the Venerable
English College martyrs in 1581. The visit
commencing at 11 am will include Mass, a
presentation and visit to the Martyrs shrine
accompanied by Sr Lioba. Do bring a packed lunch
to share. Tea and coffee available. *The actual
site is marked in the pavement on the traffic inland
at the bottom of Edgware Road which your cross
en-route from Marble Arch tube station. If you can
drop me a note (address below) to say you are
coming that would be a great help.
AGM - SATURDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 2013
We hope to see many of you at our AGM this year
at St Mary Moorfields, 4-5 Eldon Street, City of
London, EC2M 7LS (nearest tube: Liverpool Street
or Moorgate) courtesy of Canon Peter Newby. The
presentation will be given by the Rector, Mgr.
Nicholas Hudson.
Please put this date in your diary and let Jim
Holroyd, 11 Fairfax Road, Bingley, West Yorkshire,
BD16 4DR (JHGlenewes@aol.com) know if you are
able to attend. Please also let us know if you have
any special dietary requirements, so that we can
plan a sit-down lunch with a glass of wine or juice.
I very much look forward to seeing you at these
events.

Jo Barnacle
80 Mantilla Drive, Styvechale Grange, Coventry,
CV3 6LJ.

Friends of the Venerabile
Membership Secretary
22 Kingsley Avenue
Royal Wootton Bassett
Wiltshire SN4 8LF

