
2012 : A YEAR TO
CELEBRATE

THE COLLOQUIUM 
From my window, I can see a
great lorry-load of vegetation
ready to take its leave of the
College!  Tonino, the college
builder and his team have
given the College garden a
radical haircut ahead of our
next “big do” – this time a
Colloquium entitled Britain &
the Holy See: A Celebration of
1982 and  the  Wider
Relationship.  The College is
co-hosting this  Colloquium on
30  March 2012 along withth

the British Embassy to the
Holy See.  

The Colloquium marks the
thirtieth  anniversary  of  both
(i) the Establishment of Full
Diplomatic Relations between
the United Kingdom and the
Holy See as well as (ii) the
Pastoral Visit of Blessed John
Paul II to Great Britain.  It will
take place in the Garden Room
– the room generations of
seminarians knew as the
Guardaroba at the far end of
the garden where the
Elisabettine Sisters served us
with such generosity over
seventy years, washing,
ironing and darning students’
clothes. 

The presence of two keen
gardeners among the students
inspired us to revive recently
the house-job of Gardener: no
one was more pleased than
newly appointed Gardeners
Colin Mason and Daniel
Etienne to see Tonino give
them a head-start!

Of course, it is no coincidence
that this Colloquium coincides
with our own Hospice
Anniversary Year.  This was
part of Ambassador Baker’s
vision when he first thought of
it – to celebrate 1982 in a
place which symbolised so
many years’ English and
Welsh presence here in the
heart of the Eternal City.  

Many of those who came to
c e l e b r a t e  t h e  6 5 0 t h

Anniversary of the English
Hospice will be returning –
including Cardinal Murphy-
O’Connor ,  Archbishop
Vincent Nichols and Dr Judith
Champ.  Also contributing to
the Colloquium will be
Cardinal Keith O’Brien,
Archbishop Mario Conti,
Bishop Edwin Regan, Bishop

Christopher Hill of Guildford,
and Professor Eamon Duffy. 
It promises to be another
historic moment in this very
special Anniversary Year.

CELEBRATING THE
HOSPICE
All of us who were here last
January will recall with
affection how the different
homilies, speeches and lecture
combined to express the
meaning of our celebration: 
Cardinal Cormac’s marvellous
opening homily and delightful
closing speech;   Judith’s
extraordinarily accomplished
scene-setting lecture; and
Archbishop Vincent Nichols’
brilliant homily on the place of
pilgrimage in the history of
both Hospice and College as
he presided over the closing
Mass of our three-day
celebration.  

F R I D A Y  –  T H E
ANNIVERSARY DAY
Friday 27  January 2012th

marked the 650  anniversaryth

of the Hospice’s Foundation
Deed.  Friday’s opening Mass
saw the College church filled
with Friends of the Venerabile,
Old Romans and the current
students.  Cardinal Cormac
was flanked by the several
bishops who had come
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generously to celebrate with
us: Archbishop George Stack
of Cardiff; Archbishop Paul
Gallagher, Apostolic Nuncio
to Guatemala; Bishop Arthur
Roche of Leeds, Chairman of
the Committee of Bishops for
Overseas Seminaries, along
with his fellow Committee-
members, Bishop Terence
Drainey of Middlesbrough and
Bishop Michael Campbell of
Lancaster; and Bishop
C h r i s t op h e r  Bu d d  o f
Plymouth, Theology Tutor
from 1965-71.  None of us
who were present will forget
the power of the Te Deum
Laudamus intoned by the
Cardinal directly beneath the
Martyrs’ Picture at the end of
Mass.  The buffet which
awaited us in the refectory was
a feast worthy of such a ses-
sept-centennial anniversary! 
Bishop Roche gave a powerful
speech at the end of the meal,
from which the students and
everyone else derived great
encouragement.  The Ad
Multos Annos vied with the Te
Deum for power and strength!

F O R M E R  S T A F F
MEMBERS
The presence of a great many
former staff-members was one
of the many touching aspects
of the weekend.  

We had all the former Rectors
there – running from Cardinal
Cormac who began in 1971,
through “my two Rectors”
Monsignori George Hay
(1978-84) and Jack Kennedy
(1984-91), to Monsignori
Adrian Toffolo (1991-9) and
Patrick Kilgarriff (1999-2004). 

 Cardinal Cormac with Mrs 
  Francesca Schwarzenbach
  and Fr Andrew Headon

The presence of Monsignori
Billy Steele, Tony Philpot,
Philip Carroll, Pat Kilgarriff
and Bishop Roche meant we
had no less than five former
Spiritual Directors present
with us too.  

The presence of Canon
Thomas Atthill, Monsignor
Peter Fleetwood, Peter
Purdue, Anthony Towey and

Bishop Christopher Budd
meant we had five former
Academic Tutors.  With
Monsignor John Marsland,
Father Andrew Headon and
me, we had three former Vice-
Rectors.  And the presence of
John Marsland (Ushaw), with
Monsignori Roderick Strange
(Beda), Mark Crisp (Oscott)
and John Pardo (Valladolid)
meant we had nearly all the
current Rectors of the English
& Welsh seminaries there as
well.  For all of these, and for
every Old Roman present, the
most poignant presence was
probably that of the two
Elisabettine Sisters, Suore Pia
and Angelia: the joy of Jack
Kennedy’s reunion with them
will stay with many of us
forever. 

SATURDAY – MINERVA
MASS & LECTURE
Saturday morning saw us all at
Mass in Cardinal Cormac’s
titular church of Santa Maria
sopra Minerva, where he was
both presider and homilist. 
This Mass had been organised
by the Friends.  We were
reminded on several occasions
that the Friends are the true
successors of the small group
of lay men and women who
started the English Hospice in
1362 – the Confraternity of St
Thomas.  The presence of so
many Friends, led by our
Chairman Jo Barnacle, at our
H o s p i c e  c e l e b r a t i o n ,
symbolised for me their deep
and prolonged desire to
support the College and
Palazzola  in  a l l  ou r
endeavours.  I was happy to be
able to thank them formally for
all they have done, along with
the Roman Association and
other benefactors, to develop
the institution.  



Jeremy Hudson and Anthony
Towey flank the Rector.   

I was particularly pleased that
some of the Friends present
were able to see, with Fr
Mark Harold (Vice Rector),
the most recent projects that
their generosity has enabled:
the furnishing of both the
student bar and St Joseph’s
Terrace – as well as
contributing, along with the
Old Romans, to the complete
re f u rb i s h me n t  o f  t he
Portineria (Porter’s Lodge)
and the creation of a
Welcome-cum-Exhibition
area adjacent to it.  Thank
you to the Friends for helping
to make all of this possible!  

From day one of our
celebration week, I could feel
the joy the Friends shared
with us as I and several
students joined them at the
German church of Santa
Maria dell’Anima alongside
the Piazza Navona.  Anthony
Coles, to whom the College
and the Friends owe an
enormous debt of gratitude
for getting so many people
there for the week, could not
have chosen a better place to
start: for the Anima, as it is
always called, is like a sister
Hospice to ours.  The

German Hospice opened
there in 1350, ours in 1362. 
Like so many aspects of our
celebration, the visit to that
beautiful church reminded us
of our roots, the rock (in this
case the rock of hospitality to
pilgrims) out of which we
were hewn; and deepened
our resolve to be true to the
mission – of both Hospice
and College – that we
celebrated so fully.  It set the
scene beautifully for the
fascinating lecture Judith
Champ was to give us on
Saturday evening in which
she painted for us the world
out of which Confraternities
like that of St Thomas and its
Hospice were born.

Santa Maria dell’Anima 
SUNDAY –  CLOSING
MASS IN COLLEGE
The sense of climax to the
celebrations was heightened
by the arrival of Archbishop
Nichols late on Saturday
night and, on Sunday
morning, their Eminences
Cardinal William Levada and
Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran,
t h e i r  E x c e l l e n c i e s
Archbishop Augustine Di
Noia, Lord Nicholas and
Lady Paola  Windsor ,
Ambassador Nigel Baker,
and all our friends from
Rome.  

Archbishop Nichols’ stirring
words in the Mass captured
the sense of continuity which
had, I think, impressed itself
on all of us over the weekend;
and helped us look forward to
the College’s continuing long
into the future its mission of
hospitality and formation. 
After an even fuller banquet
in the refectory, Cardinal
Cormac chose just the right
words to close our feast; and
we sang the College’s long-
lasting health once more. 
There was a joy about that
day such as will remain, I
believe, forever with all of us
who were privileged to be
part of this uniquely historic
event. 

ECUMENICAL
HOSPITALITY
And so, with a deep sense of
gratitude, we returned to the
quotidiano, the daily stuff of
prayer, discernment, study
and hospi ta l i ty which
characterises life in this
remarkable house.  Of course,
a significant part of the
continuing Hospice tradition
of welcome – since the
seventeenth century, at least –
has been the welcome of
C h r i s t i a n s  o f  o t h e r
denominations.  Cardinal
Cormac’s init iative in
launching the Anglican
Exchange in the 1970s is one
part of it.  

Cardinals and Bishops
at the Closing Mass



Another is the welcome we
have been able to offer on
several occasions to the
Archbishop of Canterbury. 
We were delighted to have Dr
Rowan Williams come and
stay with us in the early part
of March, on what was his
sixth visit to the Venerabile. 
He was here to meet the Holy
Father for them to celebrate
together, at San Gregorio al
Celio, the 1000  anniversaryth

of the Camaldoli order. 
Many of our students assisted
with the singing and serving,
which was, of course, a great
honour for them and for the
College.  

Earlier in the year, we had a
large group of Former
Anglican Exchange students
come to Rome on pilgrimage. 
It was a great reunion and re-
connecting for so many of
them with this place.  It gave
all of us enormous pleasure to
have Archbishop Williams
visit at the same time; and
have him affirm them and the
College in this important
tradition of exchange – what
we like to call these days in
ecumenical dialogue the
“exchange of gifts”.

NEW MEN
Everyone visiting the College
this year is struck by the size
of the student body.  We felt
very blessed to have some
fourteen new seminarians
start with us last October. 
New seminarians from
English dioceses included
one f rom Arundel &
B r i g h t o n ,  o n e  f r o m
Brentwood,  one  f rom
Hexham & Newcastle, one
from Lancaster, one from
L e e d s ,  t w o  f r o m
Middlesbrough, one from
Northampton, one from

Salford, and three from
Westminster.  We also had a
seminarian join us from
Stockholm; and a seminarian
return to us from Southwark. 
And Deacon Liam Bradley of
Menevia returned to us last
month after a very successful
Pastoral Diaconate.  

THIRTY-NINE
SEMINARIANS
So the total number of
seminarians in the College is
thirty-nine.  This number
breaks down as follows: two
for Arundel & Brighton, one
for Birmingham, one for
Brentwood, one for Clifton,
two for  Copenhagen, two for
Hexham & Newcastle, one
for Lancaster, seven for
Leeds, one for Liverpool, one
for Menevia, two for
Middlesbrough, two for
Northampton, one for
P o r t s m o u th ,  o n e  f o r
Reykjavik, two for Salford,
three for Shrewsbury, one for
S t o c k h o l m ,  f o u r  f o r
Southwark, and four for
Westminster; i.e. thirty-five
seminarians for England and
Wales, four seminarians from
other countries.  Three new
student-priests came to us as
well from Birmingham,
L e e d s  a n d  S o l o l a -
C h i m a l t e n a n g o  i n
Guatemala.  

This makes seven the number
of student priests, with others
hailing from Westminster,
Leeds ,  P lymouth  and
Shrewsbury.  So the total
number of students in the
house is currently forty-six.

VISIT OF THE HOLY
FATHER
Meanwhile, we await with
eager expectation the visit of
the Holy Father Pope

Benedict XVI at some stage
later in our Anniversary Year. 
Doubtless the garden will be
spruced up once again for
that!  It occurs to me that
those who created this very 
garden in the 14  century –th

and laid the foundations of
the Hospice which was to
become this College – would
surely never have imagined
that we would still be here to
celebrate their achievement
so fully in 2012!  I believe
their joy would be no less
than ours.

Mgr Nicholas Hudson
Rector

VENERABILE 

CUFF LINKS

In association with the Friends
of the Venerabile we offer you
the opportunity to purchase a
pair of sterling silver cuff links
relief engraved bearing the
details of the shield of the
Venerabile. 

The cost is just £55, gift boxed
and with free p&p within the
United Kingdom.  

The Edition is limited to 100
pairs with profits to the
Friends of the Venerabile.

Cheque with order to Fr
T h o m as  W o o d ,  L A C E ,
Croxteth Drive, Sefton Park,
Liverpool, L17 1AA.



CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

You will see from this issue
of the Venerabile View an
account of the very special
celebrations held at The
Venerable English College in
Rome this January to mark its
650  Anniversary.th

Speaking for myself and, I
am sure, for the many
Friends who also attended, it
was a great honour and
privilege to have been present
at these festivities.

B e s i d e s  t h e  o f f i c i a l
celebrations the Friends also
had their own programme
arranged by Anthony Coles.
This included interesting
visits to the churches of Santa
Mar ia  Ara  Coe l i  de
Campidoglio, San Salvatore
in Onda and the Chiesa
Nuova, where Mass was
celebrated by our chaplain Fr
Thomas Wood.   We also had
the opportunity to tour
around the 1930's designed
EUR area of Rome and the
MAXXI museum of 21st

century art, as well as a day
in the Castelli Romani
visiting the Savelli Chigi
Palace at Ariccia and
Palazzola where we enjoyed
a warm welcome, drinks on
the terrace and lunch.

For many of us there were
two highlights in our optional
programme.  The first was
vespers at the Basilica St
Paul’s Outside the Walls with
HH Pope Benedict XVI for
the Feast of the Conversion
of St Paul.  The second was
Mass celebrated by Cardinal
Cormac Murphy-O’Connor
for living and deceased
Friends and members of the
Roman Association in his

titular (Dominican) church of
Santa Maria Sopra Minerva
on the Feast of St Thomas
Aquinas.

Pope Benedict XVI at the
Basilica of St Paul’s Outside
the Walls - 25 January 2012

THANK YOU
During 2010 Yvonne Veale
retired from, and Dr Carol
Richardson stepped down
from, the Committee.

Yvonne Veale knew Rome
well and served as Vice
Consul at the British
Embassy for two terms, 1964
- 1967 and again from 1980 -
1983.  She also saw
Diplomatic Service  in
Panama City, London, New
Delhi and Milan.  Whilst in
Rome she attended the
Church of San Silvestro in
Capite, then the Parish
Church for the English
Catholic Community and
a lso  a t tended spec ia l
functions at the English
College.  We thank Yvonne
for her ten years of service
on the Committee and wish
her well in the years to come.

Dr Carol Richardson is at
present Senior Lecturer in
Art History at The Open
University.  Her research
focuses on Rome, in
particular the patronage of
the College of Cardinals and
the art and architecture of the

Venerable English College. 
Dr. Carol stepped down from
the Committee for the best of
reasons – she gave birth to
Michael John on the 29th

September and will be
spending most of her time
looking after him.  She is also
currently helping to edit a
volume on Constantine’s St.
Peter’s Basilica in Rome and
writing a history of the
English College.   We wish
her well in all her endeavours.

2012 AGM
Our next Annual General
Meeting will take place on
Saturday 15  Septemberth

2012 at St Patrick's Church
and Hall, Dillon Court,
Redfield, Bristol BS5 9PF
and I look forward to
welcoming many of you on
that occasion.

Jo Barnacle
Chairman

E-MAIL ADDRESSES

Do we have YOUR e-mail
address?

At the moment just under 100
members have sent us their e-
mail address.

In order to save the
organisation time and money
posting letters/holiday details
etc., could we ask that those
who are on e-mail and have
not sent us their address do so
as soon as possible.  

Especially relevant at the
moment as first and second
class stamps will increase in
price by 14p on the 30th April.

Please send these to both Mike
Lang atmalang@ntlworld.com
and to Jim Holroyd at
JHGlenewes@aol.com.

mailto:malang@ntlworld.com
mailto:JHGlenewes@aol.com


2011 AGM REPORT

The Annual Reunion and
AGM of the Friends of the
Venerabile took place on
Saturday 17  Septemberth

2011 at the Church of St
Theresa of the Child Jesus,
which is at Cross Gates on
the outskirts of Leeds.  Our
generous host for the meeting
was Mgr Philip Holroyd, the
Parish Priest and a former
Vice-Rector of the English
College.

RECTOR’S REPORT
The meeting started with a
power-point presentation by
the Rector, Mgr Nicholas
Hudson, who recounted the
story of a very special year
for the College.  This began
with the historic meeting of
the seminarians of England,
Wales and Scotland with
Pope Benedict at Oscott
College on Sunday 19th

September 2010, which the
Rector had attended with all
his students.  Soon after this
the College had been
delighted to receive a visit
from Deacon Jack Sullivan,
whose miraculous cure paved
the  way to  Cardina l
Newman’s beatification.

The College started the year
with 30 seminarians plus
seven  student-priests. The
Rector explained that one of
the benefits of having the
latter  in the College
community was to introduce
the seminarians to other
academic disciplines.  Fr
John-Paul Leonard had joined
the Staff as Pastoral Tutor. 
At the end of the year Mgr
Phil Carroll returned to
England after five years as
Spiritual Director, and would
be succeeded by Fr Chris

Willis, from Leeds.  Fr 
Gerard Byrne would be
joining the staff in the
coming year, as part-time
H u m a n  D e v e l o p m e n t
Director.  The year had
ended with diaconate
ordinations of Michael
Doody and Michael Patey.

The Rector told us about the
further progress made during
the year in improvements to
the College fabric and at
Palazzola.  The Roman
Association had paid for
r e f u rb ishmen t  o f  t he
Portineria (the porters’
lodge) and Salotto.  The
Friends paid for new
furniture in the students’ bar
and refurbishment of St
Joseph’s Terrace, and also
contributed to the cost of
landscaping of St Edward’s
Terrace at the Villa.  Looking
ahead the Rector targeted the
College Refectory, the 44
and Monserrá  Corridors, and
main Cortile as needing
refurbishment.

We were treated to a swift
photo-tour of the year – the
m a n y  v i s i t o r s  a n d
expeditions, and jolly meals
enjoyed by community and
guests!  The Rector also
explained to us the serious
side of priestly formation:
their retreats, courses on
human development, pastoral
formation and work.  Finally,
he looked forward to the
coming year when a total of
46 students and student-
priests would be starting, the
highest number for many
years.  The highlight of the
academic year would be the
festivities to celebrate the
650  anniversary of theth

founding of the English
Hospice on the site of the

present English College, in
January 2012, at which and
he hoped many members of
the Friends would attend
these celebrations

AGM
The Rector’s presentation
was followed by our business
meeting, chaired by Jo
Barnacle.  She reported on the
Friends’ activities in the past
year, with emphasis on the
efforts made to recruit new
members. Our Treasurer,
Hamish Keith then presented
the annual accounts.  These
showed that our income
amounted to £24,834, while
expenses came to £7,614,
giving us a net income of
£17,224.  Donations to the
College in the year amounted
to £24,205.  

Finally, we elected a new
Committee as follows: Jo
Barnacle (Chairman), Jim
Holroyd (Secretary), Hamish
Kei th  (Treasurer)  and 
members Louise Bradley,
Mary Ewing, Sarah Gough,
Jeremy Hudson, Mike Lang,
Louise Sage and Rodney
Webb.

AFTERNOON SESSIONS
We enjoyed a superb lunch
before we resumed with a
short presentation by Joyce
Hunter, the Director of
Palazzola.  She thanked the
Friends for their support and
introduced the new web-site
on the Villa.  She was
followed by James Hagerty
who introduced his new
biography of Cardinal
Hinsley, who had bought
Palazzola during his term as
Rector of the VEC in 1920. 
Several Friends purchased
signed copies at a generous
discount.



Our final presentation was
given by the Senior Student,
Michael Patey.  In his six
years at the Venerabile he
had devoted much of his
energy to the College’s music
and drama.  He talked about
the productions of Murder in
the Cathedral and Twelve
Angry Men, and showed us
some cl ips of  music
performed by the Schola
under the expert direction of
Mgr. Philip Whitmore.  We
were also treated to film
taken of the College’s
Christmas entertainment,
including an astonishing
p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e
Hallelujah Chorus “as you’ve
never seen it before”.

HOLY MASS
Our reunion concluded with
Mass in the lovely Church,
concelebrated by the Rector
and Mgr. Holroyd.  As the
Rector explained in his
homily, that day was the
Feast of St Robert Bellarmine
who knew well the English
College’s first Martyrs.  The
Liber Ruber, which all
students sign on arrival at the
VEC, records that those first
s t u d e n t s  m a d e  t h e i r
Missionary Oaths in his
presence.  The Rector made
reference to the phrase of St.
Irenaeus: “the blood of the
Martyrs is the seed of the
Church”.  The Rector was
sure that the College Martyrs
would be looking down as the
new students arrived in a
week’s time, and praying for
those students every day.  He
urged the Friends to pray
with the Martyrs that Our
Lord would continue to send
young men to become
labourers for His harvest.
Jeremy Hudson
Committee Member

PALAZZOLA NEWS

Over the winter months we
have been busy at Palazzola
upgrading the bathrooms
along the Old Wing lakeside
corridor.  Several of these are
now disabled-adapted to
assist our guests and another
bedroom is now en-suite.

Over in the New Wing work
continues on upgrading the
area of St Edwards ‘nun’s
chapel’ to make a further
much needed conference
room with toilet facilities
alongside and easy access to
the terraced garden.  One
feature which I am sure 
conference participants will
enjoy is that we have been
able to open up two
previously bricked up
windows.  This gives
additional natural light to the
room as well as superb views
over Lake Albano. 

SPECIAL DEALS
We’ve got some great deals
for Friends this spring and
autumn.

1. For the whole of April,
May and up to 16 June
2012, we have 10 standard
rooms and 5 en-suite rooms
on offer for just €30 per
person per day full-board
with wine included - that’s a
whopping 70% discount off
our rack price!  

2. From 7 to 19 October -
we have 15 standard rooms
and 6 en-suite rooms on offer
for just €30 per person per
day full-board with wine
included.  

3. Between  9 November to
15 December we have 20
standard rooms and 8 en-

suite rooms on offer for only
€20 per person per day full-
board with wine included
which is 45% off our winter
season rack rate.

Seize them while you can -
first come first served!

BOOKING CONDITIONS
Offer only for bookings made
after 30th March and must be
confirmed immediately with a
night’s deposit. No cancellation
returns, or refunds for meals not
taken, offer limited to these
dates only and based on a first
come first served basis. Cannot
be used in conjunction with
other offers.  

GOLF
Enjoy a game of Golf?  Why
not participate in our golf
week with Fr Mark Harold
from 24 to 28 September.
Details from Siobhan Frecker,
56 New Wanstead, Wanstead,
London E11 2SU. 
parker-travel@hotmail.com
Tel: 020 8989 6174

CHRISTMAS, NEW YEAR
and EPIPHANY
Crisp, bright, clear days,
mulled wine in front of a
blazing log fire in the Library,
bracing walks in the woods
near the Villa, carols round
the Christmas tree, Midnight
Mass in the 13th century
chapel of Our Lady of the
Snows, a delicious traditional
Christmas dinner with all the
trimmings surrounded by
family and friends, served in
the wood-panelled refectory,
day trips to Rome for
sightseeing and shopping
from 23 to 27 December. 

Or why not do something out
of the ordinary and invite
your friends to come to
Palazzola for a traditional

mailto:parker-travel@hotmail.com
mailto:parker-travel@hotmail.com


New Year’s Eve dinner,
followed by fireworks and
bubbly on the terrace. The
perfect way to ring in the
N e w  Y e a r  f r o m  2 8
December to 01 January.

And new for 2013 we are
extending the season from 02
to 06 January to include the
Feast of the Epiphany.

Sound good?  Best of all our
special three four-night
packages are fantastic value
and take all the stress out of
organising Christmas and the
New Year, allowing you and
your family to relax and
enjoy this wonderful time in
the calm and comfort of
Palazzola.  

Combine two or more
packages and obtain 9 nights
for the price of 8.  Stay for
the 12 days of Christmas and
enjoy 14 nights for the price
of 12. For details, see
www.palazzola.it or contact
Anthony Coles*.

LENTEN RETREAT
An opportunity for rest,
prayer and relaxation as well
as sessions with the staff of
the College.  From Monday
25 February to Friday 01
March 2013. *

EASTER TRIDUUM
Friends are most welcome to
join the Easter Triduum at
Palazzola which will include
Easter Sunday Mass at the
English College in Rome. 
Accommodation is available
between Tuesday 26 March
and Monday 01 April
2013.* 

Joyce Hunter
Director
Tel 00 39 06 94 74 91 78 
www.palazzola.it 

FRIENDS OUTING

The next Friends outing is to
the historic  town of
Rochester on Friday 6 July
2012.  Our outing starts with
a late morning (11 am) visit
to Restoration House &
Gardens which takes it name
from the stay of Charles II on
the eve of the Restoration of
28 May 1660, and is a unique
example of a city mansion.

Afterwards we walk to the
Cathedral (the mother church
of the second most ancient
diocese in England dating
from 604AD, when St
Augustine appointed Justus
to be the first bishop) where
we have been invited by the
famous choir to listen to
them in rehearsal.  After
lunch in the tea rooms, there
will be a guided tour of the
Cathedral culminating with
prayers in the chapel of St
John Fisher.

The present Cathedral dates
from 1080 and became a
major place of pilgrimage in
the 13th century, following
the death of William of
Perth, a Scottish baker who
was murdered nearby. His
body was brought to the
Cathedral and at his shrine,
of which no trace remains,
many miracles were reported. 

Saint John Fisher shares the
same feast day with Saint
Thomas More on 22 June in
the Roman Catholic calendar
of saints and on 6 July in the
Anglican. John Fisher, who
was bishop of Rochester for
31 years, was created a
Cardinal by Pope Paul III in
May 1535.  He was executed
by order of King Henry VIII
on 22 June 1535 during the

English Reformation for
refusing to accept the king as
Supreme Head of the Church
of England and for upholding 
the doctrine of papal primacy.

Rochester, overlooking the
River Medway, is also 
famous for its castle, the
tallest in England.  The author
Charles Dickens spent the
final years of his life in
Rochester and the town
provides the setting for some
of his later novels.  So much
to see!

Rochester can easily be
reached within 50 minutes
from four mainline London
stations - Charing Cross,
London Bridge, St Pancras
and Victoria.
Sarah Gough
Committee Member
sarah@goughs.eu  and  *

Information on items marked *
may be obtained from Anthony
Coles, 18 Maresfield Gardens,
London NW3 5SX - 020 7431
3414 / arctc@btinternet.com

This edition of Venerabile View
was edited by Louise Sage and
produced by Anthony Coles.
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